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INNOVATING THE
LIBERAL ARTS

The New ABCs of
Learning at Lawrence

Students give presentations during a psychology class.
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Dear Lawrentians,
It was a little over a year ago that Alex and
I moved into Hulbert House, newcomers
in every sense: new to Lawrence, new to
Appleton, and new to Wisconsin itself. In
ways often similar to a first-year student,
my days since then have been filled with
the joy of learning about the people and
practices that make Lawrence unique,
from the welcome to our intellectual
community known as Freshman Studies
to the airy, light-filled spaces of the Steitz
Atrium and the Warch Campus Center; the
peace of Björklunden; and the atmosphere
of supportive, genial rigor created by
our dedicated faculty. It gives me great
pleasure, then, to celebrate my year of
“learning Lawrence” by introducing you
to some of the exciting new developments
in learning at Lawrence.
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You’ll find much to admire in this issue. Particularly noteworthy are the curricular
transformations underway thanks to support from two major national philanthropies,
the Mellon Foundation and the Howard Hughes Medical Institute. Both are eager to
assist faculty looking to adopt current best practices in inclusive pedagogy: approaches
to teaching and learning that embrace the increasing diversity of our students and foster
an atmosphere in which all students can thrive. In the Conservatory, Con Brio, our online
course in music theory fundamentals for entering first-year students, and Presto!, the
musical tours that engage with community service organizations, serve a similar aim,
bringing talented students into the community of music-making in ways that allow them
to take full advantage of everything Lawrence has to offer.
Engaging in this process of curricular transformation places Lawrence at the forefront of
a national movement to better prepare all students for productive and satisfying lives in
a world of increasing diversity and interconnection. In some ways, our leadership in this
regard is to be expected: As Professor of Psychology David Burrows notes in his essay, the
aims of the inclusive classroom dovetail perfectly with the aims of liberal education.

Jamil Fuller ’18 and Angie Lu ’18 snap
a selfie at Commencement.

This spirit of inclusion and support in service to wide-ranging learning radiates from the
classroom to permeate everything at Lawrence, from athletes cheering on teammates to
musicians applauding classmates’ recitals. I felt it this year at Commencement, in our
graduates’ overwhelming enthusiasm for senior speaker Hitkarsh Kumar; I felt it again
at Reunion, where a record-breaking number of alumni/ae, family, and friends made the
pilgrimage to campus to renew their connections to each other and to their alma mater.
I expect you will also catch some of that feeling in perusing the pages that follow.

Cover art: Garrett Katerzynske
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The A to Z of Lear ning at Lawrence
Assistant Professor of Philosophy Ingrid Albrecht teaches a class on Main Hall Green.
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Following on the proud tradition of innovation in teaching and
learning dating back to the days of the college’s founding,
Lawrence is once again working to enhance the transformative
nature of our liberal arts education. Our faculty is drawing
on educational research and evidence collected about
student success to experiment, design and create a learning
community where all Lawrentians can thrive.
This exciting work is being driven by the learning sciences.
According to R. Keith Sawyer in The New Science of Learning,
the learning sciences aim to “better understand the cognitive
and social processes that result in the most effective learning”
and to use this knowledge to redesign or enhance learning
environments so that “people learn more freely and more
effectively.” Learning science is interdisciplinary, drawing
on fields ranging from cognitive and computer sciences to
anthropology, instructional design, neuroscience, educational
psychology and more.
Here is a glossary of some of the exciting concepts, terms
and initiatives, both new and tried-and-true, to help you better
understand why and how Lawrence is revolutionizing how we
want to teach. This is just a taste—there are extraordinary
and exciting things happening in every classroom, lab and
practice space.

Academic Success: Lawrence is implementing
programs to help students achieve their full potential.
It starts with preparing students who have the ability
to flourish but who may need additional preparation for the
rigors of college work with initiatives like our Freshman
Academic Institute. FAI brings admitted students to campus
before the formal start of the academic year for a creditearning curriculum of close reading, discussion and writing
as well as a larger lecture and discussion class. Co-curricular
programming—learning experiences outside the classroom
that connect to the academic curriculum—emphasizes the
development of academic skills through writing and discussion
workshops, peer tutoring and interaction with campus
resources and services.

A

6

SUMMER 2018

At the Conservatory, the Con Brio program offers a webbased virtual residency for newly enrolled students to help
them understand the expectations of the Conservatory
environment. It enables them to acquire learning strategies,
practice methods and study skills necessary for success
in college-level music study. It includes a self-paced music
theory fundamentals e-course that introduces foundational
content of music theory and aural skills so students can
develop mastery of this essential material before beginning
classes. Since the introduction of this program, more
students are succeeding in passing a gateway exam on
music theory concepts that is required for advancement
in the major.
This summer, we are following up on the success of Con Brio
with an online summer calculus course to help students
prepare for STEM courses in their first year at Lawrence—
high school students arrive with less calculus preparation
than in the past, although their interest in taking courses
that require a knowledge of calculus has increased.
Bridging Disciplines: Lawrence is investing in
interdisciplinary programs of distinction that deepen
connections between and among disciplines.
Interdisciplinary areas like Innovation & Entrepreneurship
and Museum Studies draw from different departments and
disciplines around a common theme, while new programs
like cognitive neuroscience, ethnic studies, and global
studies [see entries under C, E and G] offer students
innovative programs and position Lawrence at the forefront
of the liberal arts.

B

Cognitive Neuroscience: Through the incredible
generosity of Dennis and Charlot Nelson Singleton,
Lawrence has established a new endowed
professorship, the Dennis and Charlot Nelson Singleton
Professorship in Cognitive Neuroscience. This gift supports
the hire of a new faculty position to guide the growing
cognitive neuroscience program at Lawrence.

C

Cognitive neuroscience is an emerging interdisciplinary field
that draws on psychology and biology, as well as ethics,

Charlot Nelson Singleton ’67
and Dennis Singleton

computer science and education, to
understand the neurological structure of
the brain and the cognitive structure of
the mind. It is part of “the new century
of the brain,” where new technology and
innovation allow us to see brain activity
and neurological networks that are
related to specific behaviors and cognitive
processes. We can now ask and answer
questions concerning the connections
among brain function, cognition and
mental health.

Lawrence offers a robust neuroscience program, but students
are asking for an interdisciplinary course of study that allows
them to research and study the connection between cognition
and neurology. This program not only addresses that need, it also
sets Lawrence apart: very few small liberal arts institutions offer
a similar course of study. “We live in such a competitive world
and we need to distinguish ourselves even further,” observes
Charlot Nelson Singleton ’67, who also serves on the Board
of Trustees. “Curricular innovation has to happen. You cannot
rest on your laurels. After all, it is the tradition of a liberal arts
education to push the envelope as students work to better
understand themselves in the world,” she continues.
Associate Professor of Psychology Lori Hilt and Associate
Professor of Biology Nancy Wall join the Singletons in their
excitement for the possibilities of developing such a competitive
and cutting-edge program. Cognitive neuroscience not only has
the power to attract bright young people who may not consider
a liberal arts education, it also offers students the opportunity
to take part in and conduct truly cutting-edge research at the
undergraduate level, both on campus and through a partnership
with the University of Wisconsin-Madison.
Lawrentians will be able to carry their research into their life
beyond Lawrence, whether into graduate school or the working
world, and use it not only to better understand the world,
but to improve it. “With society’s openness to understanding
mental health, Lawrentians have an opportunity to impact
that exploration,” says Charlot. “This is an exciting time for

Lawrence and Dennis and I hope that others will support
creating innovative programs and majors that help our
students as they enter the work force.”
Deep learning: Students learn deeply, going beyond
rote and disconnected memorization to learning
substance and connecting with the underlying
meaning. With deep learning, students relate new ideas
and concepts to previous knowledge and experience; look
for patterns and principles; evaluate new ideas, examine
thoughts, ideas and arguments critically; and think about their
own understanding and how they learn. It’s going beyond facts
and processes to understand how and why and contextualize
what they are learning within the wider world. Students
become more actively involved in their own learning process,
rather than passively receiving knowledge.

D

Ethnic Studies: Ethnic studies, the critical and
interdisciplinary examination of race and ethnicity,
debuts as a major this fall. It draws on disciplines
including government, film studies, literature and languages,
musicology, history, sociology and anthropology. Lawrence has
also hired its first full-time ethnic studies faculty member,
Jesus Smith, who began teaching last fall. Ethnic studies
drives students to explore current and historical issues
pertaining to race and ethnicity in both domestic and global
contexts, and majors will combine classroom learning with
real-world practice through internships, volunteer work and
other off-campus service learning opportunities.

E

Flipped classrooms: Instead of the traditional model of
attending class to learn new material through lecture
and other passive use of class time, the approach is
“flipped,” so students are first exposed to new material and
concepts outside of class through readings or lecture videos.
They use class and faculty time to gain mastery of the material
through discussion, debates, problem-solving and other
techniques.

F

G

Global Studies: This interdisciplinary major, introduced
in Fall 2017, allows students to look at global issues
LAWRENCE
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like war, migration, commerce and communication and
understand them through the lens of multiple disciplines.
Global studies combines cultural, political, social and
economic inquiry with a rigorous language requirement and
off-campus experiences to prepare students to lead
meaningful and engaged lives in our ever-changing world.
[See Lawrence Fall 2017 for a deeper dive on Global Studies.
lux.lawrence.edu/alumni_magazines/111]
Howard Hughes Medical Institute: Lawrence is one
of only 33 schools in the country selected for a
$1 million grant from the Howard Hughes Medical
Institute to implement its Inclusive Excellence Initiative. “It’s
called the Inclusive Excellence Initiative because data suggest
some groups are being excluded,” says Stefan Debbert,
associate professor of chemistry and Lawrence’s HHMI project
director. “We want to make sure students stay in our science
‘pipeline.’ To do that, we’re looking at a fundamental shift in
how we teach.”

H

“Our goal is to create a natural science community that
unreservedly welcomes, fully embraces, thoughtfully engages
and effectively teaches all students of all identities—from
their very first class through graduation,” Debbert adds.
“Lawrence’s natural science division intends to lead the
university as we place inclusive excellence at the root of our
curricula, our mindsets and our shared mission.”
Lawrence will use the grant, which will be allocated over
five years, to “fundamentally change” the way each of our
large introductory courses in biology, chemistry and physics
are taught.
“We’re going to take them out of the big lecture hall model
and go to a more active learning approach where students
are working in small groups around a table, talking with each
other and working with each other instead of just passively
absorbing a long lecture,” says Debbert. “We’re also going
to enhance our students’ hands-on learning opportunities
by better integrating our labs with our classroom work.”
Lawrence’s first step in the initiative will be transforming
8
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a large, tiered lecture hall in Youngchild Hall into a “science
commons” with small group tables and built-in technology so
students can share work with each other more easily. Over the
next five years, Lawrence will also add visiting faculty members
who specialize in modern science pedagogy for two-year
appointments. These positions will be created in the biology,
chemistry and physics departments.

and other students had opportunities ranging from meeting
with Jamaican officials to swimming in a pool lit by fireflies to
attending a production of the play Right Girl, Wrong Address,
examining themes of identity and class. She also spent her
time visiting with local entrepreneurs to understand the power
and role of mentoring in their success as part of research for
her upcoming Senior Experience.

Lawrence biologist Elizabeth De Stasio, whose own position at
Lawrence was originally created in 1992 by a $500,000 grant
from HHMI, says that as a result of this work, “Our students
are going to be learning in a new way. They are going to carry
that to their other classes and, we hope, their social spaces,
resulting in a more inclusive culture at Lawrence, not just in
the introductory science classes.”

The Jamaica field experience saw success in increasing
inclusion in field opportunities: 2/3 of the group were students
of color, 20% of learners were black, 36% were male and 36%
were international students. (Currently, 70% of students
studying abroad are white females and 2/3 of students go to
Europe.) Annyce recommends the experience to her fellow
students. “I did things I’ve never done before, from hiking to
conducting interviews, all in a new place and a new culture.”

Inclusive Pedagogy: Lawrence received an important
$500,000 grant from the Mellon Foundation to fund
work around inclusive pedagogy, an approach to
teaching that takes student diversity into account—diversity of
backgrounds, learning styles, languages, experiences. Faculty
work to create a learning environment that is welcoming and
inclusive to all students. [Learn more from Director of Inclusive
Pedagogy Dave Burrows on page 12].

I

Jamaica: Lawrence is working to increase study
abroad participation and opportunity for students of
color, like Annyce Brackens ’19, international students
and male students. One method is through short-term field
opportunities. For example, after coursework on campus to
learn about Jamaican history and culture, Lawrentians traveled
to Jamaica over spring break on a field experience that offered
opportunities in history, government, theatre, and innovation
and entrepreneurship. Lawrence raised awareness of the
opportunity through more advertising, information sessions
and enlisting student advocates to encourage sign-ups.
Annyce took part in the trip and calls it life-changing. “I’ve
been out of country before, but this was different. It was my
first time traveling to a predominantly Black country. I looked
around and realized that I was part of the majority and that
was really empowering. It was such a new feeling.” Annyce

J

Knowledge and learning: Learning happens
by building on what you already know—
new knowledge is made by connecting it
to existing knowledge. Lawrence is taking into account how
students learn and creating experiences that will help them
to acquire and build knowledge and mastery. Active learning
encourages students to be participants in their own learning.
Techniques like journals, debates, presentations and group
work all provide active learning opportunities and go far beyond
the traditional structure of lecture and passive reception and
note-taking. Problem-based learning encourages learning
through problem-solving. Students learn material through
what they have to teach themselves to address the problem.
For instance, if students are tasked with addressing pollution
from vehicles, they must learn and understand the chemistry
involved in creating the pollution in the first place. Problembased learning teaches theoretical concepts and knowledge
through practical application and understanding.

K
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Lawrence is starting to introduce spaces to foster this kind of
learning. Classrooms in Main Hall and Youngchild have been
designed to allow for small group discussion and breakouts,
have equipment to integrate technology into the classroom
and feature modular components so the spaces can be

adjusted and adapted to different configurations depending on
student need.
Musicology: Starting this fall, Conservatory students
will experience a completely revamped introductory
musicology sequence. Part of the focus on inclusive
pedagogy, musicology will no longer be exclusively focused on
Western Classical traditions but instead include more interests
and styles of music, an increased ethnomusicological lens on
coursework and specific exercises and tools that connect the
theoretical to performance practice.

M

N

Natural Selection: It’s possible to learn natural
selection by doing. Students in Dennis and Charlot
Nelson Singleton Professor of Biological Sciences Bart De
Stasio’s classroom learn concepts related to natural selection
through experiencing it themselves. Students were given
varying numbers of straws to represent different anatomical
structures and charged with picking up “insects” to illustrate
how these adaptations advantaged populations in resource
gathering. The biology department is leading the way in
inclusive pedagogy as well, designing courses to emphasize
groupwork and collaboration. In addition to working in groups
and presenting material to their classmates, students are
charged with evaluating themselves and their groupmates on a
variety of factors from knowledge to leadership and collaboration.
One faculty member for every 8.5 students: This low
student-to-faculty ratio means class sizes are small
and students have the opportunity to take part in
one-on-one in-depth research and projects with some of the
best faculty in the country.

O

P

Presto!: Presto!, which is supported by an anonymous
gift, is part of the Conservatory’s emphasis on
preparing their students to succeed not just on the
stage but in all aspects of modern musicianship.

► go.lawrence.edu/prestomag

LAWRENCE
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“The goal of Presto! is to partner with various local
organizations and ask how can our music-making uplift
their mission and shine a light on what they are doing,”
explains Dean of the Conservatory Brian Pertl. “This tour
is not just about exceptional music-making, but how music
can impact society.”
This year, the tour went to Chicago and showcased Lawrence’s
Concert Choir and Cantala Women’s Choir. It featured two
public concerts as well as community work at a homeless
shelter and local high schools. The choirs also visited the
Merit School of Music and performed with current students.
“We want to redefine what a music tour looks like. Instead
of it just being musicians on a bus, performing from place to
place, we want the tour to be socially relevant and impactful,”
says Pertl. “We’re exploring how students can use their art
to become socially-engaged entrepreneurs.”
Quantitative and Research: Numbers,
big data and data science are driving
quantitative research in fields ranging from
astronomy to marketing to zoology, and data scientists are
doing far more than just crunching numbers—they mine
massive data sets to help software understand everything
from our health to our taste in movies. Lawrence now offers
students the opportunity to do more coursework, including
statistics and computer science, in this emerging field that
is changing and impacting so much of the world around us,
including hiring Andrew Sage, a statistician who begins
teaching this fall. Lawrence and the liberal arts tradition
allow students to combine their study of data science with
a deeper understanding of the fields and disciplines it serves,
from the sciences and social sciences to the humanities.

Q
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Syllabus: A syllabus is more than just a list of readings
and assignments for the term; it is a guide to how the
class will unfold. Many faculty members are rethinking
their syllabus design to be more inclusive. Stephen Edward
Scarff Professor of International Affairs and Associate Professor
of Government Jason Brozek revamped his Introduction to
International Relations syllabus to feature writing from women,
10
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people of color and non-Western perspectives. He also
measured students’ self-reporting of how they viewed the value
of their in-class contributions; students in the class with the
more representative syllabus showed an uptick.
Teaching Naked: is authored by
Jose Bowen, who led a workshop
for faculty supported by the Mellon
Grant for inclusive pedagogy. Teaching Naked
and Teaching Naked Techniques offer a
primer on the flipped classroom model.
Bowen encourages faculty to harness the
power of technology, particularly outside
of the classroom, so class time can be
focused on “naked,” that is, without
computer screens or other technological
interventions, face-to-face interaction so students can
benefit both from technology and faculty expertise.

T

Underlining: Lawrence faculty are embracing new ways
to teach their students how to learn, and it starts
before students ever arrive on campus. Freshman
Studies remains a core facet of the Lawrence experience and
when students are introduced to their Freshman Studies texts
before they arrive on campus, they are also introduced to the
concept of active reading, which encourages them to underline,
jot notes, keep track of questions and other means of
meaningfully engaging with the text and beginning to prepare
them for the demands of college-level work.

U

Video: A central part of the flipped classroom model.
Students watch videos and lectures outside of
the classroom so they can be prepared to discuss
concepts or work through problem sets in class with faculty
present. Dwight and Marjorie Peterson Professor of Innovation
and Associate Professor of Economics Ádám Galambos has
gone one step further, producing his own animated videos
to introduce complex concepts in microeconomic theory to
his students, so class time can focus on problem solving.
(To brush up on microeconomic theory, visit go.lawrence.
edu/econvideomag to see the videos in Ádám Galambos’s
Economics Without Graphs series.)

V

Whistling Vivaldi: How Stereotypes Affect Us and
What We Can Do is a seminal book by Claude Steele of
Stanford University, which draws on both his research
and his own experience as a black man and scholar. Steele
first examined the concept of stereotype threat—“being at risk
of confirming, as a self-characteristic, a negative stereotype
about one’s social group”—to understand why students of
color seemed to struggle when they arrived at college. Steele
and his research partner introduced the concept after their
research showed that black students did not perform as well
as white students on standardized tests when their race was
emphasized. When race was not emphasized, black students
performed better. This effect on performance extends across
all groups—stereotypes about women and mathematical
ability or men and proficiency in the arts. Steele offers paths
forward to combat stereotype threat, and Lawrence faculty
are working to combat it in a number of ways, including values
affirmations, inclusive syllabi and more. In addition to their
flipped classroom work, the physics department has
highlighted the success of women and people of color in
physics while discussing underrepresentation, introduced
videos about growth mindset as part of values affirmation
work and drawn on the expertise of senior majors to share
their stories of how they felt in challenging introductory
courses to the changes they experienced as they progressed
in the major to encourage persistence.

W

Senior EXperience: The Chandler Senior Experience
is the capstone to the Lawrence student journey.
Students collaborate one-on-one with faculty members
to develop a project that reflects their deepening expertise in
their major. A Senior Experience can be a research project, a
creative work, a performance and more—it is unique to each
student and allows them to develop and demonstrate mastery
that reflects their Lawrence education.

X

Yancy McGuire: Saundra Yancy McGuire is the author
of Teach Students How to Learn, a book that can be
found in most faculty offices; it provides strategies
for faculty members to empower their students to become
better learners. Teach Students How to Learn focuses on

Y

metacognition—thinking about thinking.
Metacognition is the ability to monitor and
understand your own cognitive processes
and being able to figure out the best way
to learn and how well you are learning in
order to adjust what you are doing.
“When students employ metacognition,”
writes Yancy McGuire, “they become
consciously aware of themselves as
problem solvers which enables them to
actively seek solutions to any problems they
may encounter … As they make the transition from being
passive learners to proactive learners, students gain the ability
to monitor, plan and control their mental processing.” This
translates into better study skills, better awareness of how
well they are grasping materials and overall better success
in classrooms. Metacognitive strategies are being employed
in classrooms across campus. For instance, in psychology
classes, students are broken up into groups to gain mastery of
a concept which they must then teach to their fellow students.
Generation Z: This is the generation that comprises
current Lawrentians; the portrait of college-going
students is quite different than it was even a few
years ago. Students are increasingly diverse on a wide
range of measures, including racial, economic, linguistic and
geographic. In addition to demographic shifts, how students
learn is undergoing a sea change. An increasing number of
first-year students report that they were rarely assigned work
that was expected to be completed outside the classroom,
meaning they are less ready to be self-directed learners. Many
students are “digital natives” who grew up with technologyassisted learning and they expect college faculty to be fluent in
these tools. There is a significant shift and increased diversity
in the backgrounds, preparation and expectations that our
students bring to their education and Lawrence is continually
adapting and innovating to provide our students with the best
education possible while remaining true to the finest principles
of our liberal arts traditions. 

Z
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Diversity in the
21st Century
Curriculum

L

By David Burrows, Professor of Psychology and
Director of Inclusive Pedagogy
Lawrence University transforms individuals through liberal arts
education. A crucial aspect of this transformation is learning to
live a life of fulfillment and commitment in a world of diverse
persons and groups. Increased diversity of the student body
has emerged as an important goal for Lawrence and similar
institutions of higher learning. Our commitment to the ideal of
educational access for all—an ideal that has been long delayed in
American higher education—is leading to increased ethnic, social
and economic diversity.

1. 	Adopt a diversity mindset. Students need to be
comfortable in a diverse classroom environment and to
understand that all viewpoints will be listened to. This
helps overcome the anxiety of an atmosphere that may feel
distant. At this time in our history, the academy may feel
like an institution that reflects a majority mindset. Adopting
a diversity mindset will help alleviate that, as well as to
enrich the set of works, topics and issues represented on the
course syllabus. One technique used in the classroom is to
ask students about their own ideas and experiences when
introducing new topics.
2. 	Engage the students in an active teaching-learning
process. Cognitive scientists have compiled strong evidence
that learning is enhanced by involvement of students in
dialogues with faculty members. This can be accomplished
through extensive group work on the part of students, by
asking students to apply knowledge to their own experiences,
or even by allowing students to help choose what problems
to study in the course.

The basic argument for increased diversity has been a moral
one; we enhance diversity because striving for equality of
opportunity is the right thing to do. Another powerful argument
for diversity is that it improves the educational experience for all
students. Diversity in the classroom drives us toward thoughtful
reconsideration of the curriculum and of the ways we teach. It
makes us go beyond consideration of narrow, culturally specific
ideas and theories and to seek an understanding of the universals
of the human experience.

	In my psychology class, students organize themselves into
groups and construct debates on controversial topics which
are then videotaped. This is an example of “learning by
doing,” which is well known to contribute to robust learning.
When these groups are organized as cooperative groups in
which students support each other rather than compete
with each other, diversity becomes a strong asset. Several
science faculty at Lawrence have used group work as a way
of teaching diverse groups of students effectively.

An example of the enriching effect of diversity is in our theories
of human achievement motivation and the teaching of those
theories. This is a topic included in introductory psychology
courses as well as more advanced courses. Initial research
on achievement motivation—an important aspect of human
personality—was based on studies using male college students.
When we broadened the research base to include studies of
females, the picture of achievement motivation changed and
became more complex. It changed yet again when studies of
various world cultures were added to the mix, and a more
complete understanding has been incorporated into our teaching.
This enrichment is an example of how diversity can add multiple
perspectives and improve the learning experience of our students.

3. 	Encourage deep processing of information. Cognitive
processing that goes beyond the information given leads to
stronger learning. Learning how to abstract the essence of
new information, to generalize it to other situations, and then
to apply it to complex problems helps students go beyond
narrow acquisition of specifics to a general understanding
of principles. Research has shown that when persons are
given a new passage of information to learn, those instructed
to focus on the meaning or interpretation of the passage
will outperform those who focus on surface details, both in
understanding the ideas involved and in robust, long-term
remembering of the materials. One way to encourage deep
processing is to consider how information can be applied to
large social issues. This enables all students to end up with
the same deep level of understanding, regardless of their
starting point.

Diversity is certainly a valuable characteristic of today’s education,
but it presents new challenges for learning. An established
principle of learning is that individuals construct new knowledge
by building on their existing knowledge. If students do not share a
common base of previous experiences, then learning will be more
difficult. New information may be harder to assimilate and may
lead to increased anxiety. This is not a question of learning skills,
but a question of previous learning. We should see this challenge
as a rich opportunity to change the way we teach—to use diversity
to strengthen the learning process. There are four principles that
can enhance learning across diverse groups of students.
12

SUMMER 2018

The Raymond H. Herzog Professor of Science and Professor of Biology
Beth De Stasio is introducing a number of inclusive pedagogies in her
classrooms. (Photo credit: Thompson Photo Imagery)

4. 	Stress the universals. There are universals that affect all
persons: the structure of the universe, the nature of justice,
individual identity, the effects of social institutions, and
human motivation, to name but a few. There are cultural
differences in how these matters are understood, and respect
for the diversity of approach is critical. What is universal
is the existence of these questions. Discussion of questions
from multiple viewpoints can bring together all persons—not

to adopt the same beliefs, but to share thoughts on the same
concerns. We can start with different threads of understanding
and bring them together into complex strands that reflect both the
universality of many issues and their complexity. In Lawrence’s
Freshman Studies course, students read both Plato’s The Republic
and Natasha Tretheway’s Native Guard, a set of poems written
from the point of view of a person growing up as a racially mixed
individual. These are two very different works, but they share a
concern with the topic of justice. There is something in them for
all students to discuss. The universal aspect of the topic is critical.

These ideas about teaching a diverse group of students lead to
one final thought: all of them are general principles of liberal
education. Learning to take multiple perspectives, engaging
students, insisting on deep processing and stressing universals
enhance learning for all individuals. At Lawrence and other
forward-looking institutions, they are already practiced and are
increasingly being used. Approaching the diverse classroom
should follow naturally from using the best ideas for enriched
learning. The challenge of diversity is ultimately a great
opportunity. 
LAWRENCE
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Commencement
2018

► go.lawrence.edu/commencemag
Faculty and graduating students walk to Commencement 2018.

IT IS SO IMPORTANT TO HANDLE DISAPPOINTMENT AND TURN IT INTO ENERGY AND MOTIVATION TO BE
PROACTIVE IN REINVENTING YOURSELF AND REDIRECTING YOUR AIMS. BUT THAT RARELY HAPPENS
WITHOUT YOU TAKING A RISK.”
		
—PEGGY SHEPARD, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF WE ACT FOR ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

TO BE ABLE TO QUESTION SOMETHING AS THE RESULT OF AN EXPERIENCE OF FRUSTRATION IS A
FUNDAMENTAL PART OF THE PROCESS OF LEARNING AND OF, ULTIMATELY, WHAT MAKES US HUMAN
BEINGS. WE CAN ONLY KNOW MORE IF WE PUSH OURSELVES TO ASK MORE QUESTIONS ABOUT
THE NATURE OF THE WORLD WE INHABIT.” —HITKARSH KUMAR ’18

On June 10, Lawrence University
celebrated its 169th Commencement
ceremony. With rousing, impassioned
speeches by President Mark Burstein,
guest speaker Peggy Shepard and
student speaker Hitkarsh Kumar,
members of the Class of 2018 were
celebrated for their accomplishments
during their time at Lawrence. Along
with the graduates, retiring faculty
members Janet Anthony, James
DeCorsey, Nick Keelan, Carol Lawton,
Howard Niblock and Dirck Vorenkamp
were honored for their contributions to
the university.
RIGHT: President Mark Burstein with retiring
faculty members James DeCorsey, Dirck
Vorenkamp, Howard Niblock, Ottilia Buerger
Professor of Classical Studies Carol Lawton
and Nick Keelan.

14

Members of the Board of Trustees and President Mark Burstein join faculty award recipients Associate Professor of English Karen Hoffman (Excellence in Teaching Award),
Assistant Professor of Anthropology Lavanya Proctor (Excellence in Teaching by an Early Career Faculty Member Award) and Robert S. French Professor of American
Studies and Professor of History Jerald Podair (Excellence in Scholarship Award). From L-R: Renee Boldt ’85, Stephanie Vrabec ’80, Karen Hoffmann, Mark Burstein,
Lavanya Proctor, Jerald Podair, Derrell Acon ’10, Susan Stillman Kane ’72 and David Blowers ’82.
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LAWRENCE
CATION: Text.
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►More photos at lawrenceuniversity.smugmug.com/
Events/2018/Commencement-2018
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Decorated mortar boards trended
at Commencement this year.
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Reminisce. Renew. Reunion.
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Record-setting numbers of alumni gather
in Memorial Chapel during the Alumni
Convocation at Reunion 2018.
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REUNION 2018
REUNION 2018 WAS
THE LARGEST EVER,
BRINGING 1,154
ALUMNI AND THEIR
GUESTS TO CAMPUS.

LUAA honored alumni who have made their marks on the world and the Lawrence community. Pictured from left to right: Betty Domrose Brown M-D’47 (The Gertrude
Breithaupt Jupp M-D’18 Outstanding Service Award), Christine Jones Benedict ’99 (Marshall B. Hulbert ’26 Young Alumni Outstanding Service Award), Linda M.
Laarman ’73 (The Gertrude Breithaupt Jupp M-D’18 Outstanding Service Award), Peter C. Kolkay ’98 (Nathan M. Pusey Young Alumni Distinguished Achievement
Award), Thomas C. Kayser ’58 (Presidential Award), J. Terrence Franke ’68 (Presidential Award), Frances Siekman de Romero ’74 (The George B. Walter ’36 Service to
Society Award) and William J. Baer ’72 (Lucia Russell Briggs Distinguished Achievement Award).

Reunion by the Numbers

1,154

alumni, family and friends returned to campus for a rousing celebration. They came from

138
5,470

countries, representing classes from 2008 to 1947.

bringing together

92

unique events, serving

41

states and

6

volunteers helped plan the largest Reunion in the college’s history,

meals and raising more than

Awards were conferred by the Lawrence University Alumni Association. The

1

$11.6

million.

8

Alumni

and only Betty Domrose Brown M-D’47 led the

Parade of Classes.
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Next year’s celebration is scheduled for June 13–16, 2019.
► Find out more at lawrence.edu/alumni/connect/reunion
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Baron Perlman ’68 leads alumni college
session “Is Peace Possible?”

The
Classof 1968
of 1968
Tackles
The Class
Tackles
the the Question “Is Peace
Possible?”
Question “Is Peace Possible?”
Last fall, biology major Tillian Teske ’21 attended Convocation.
Last fall, biology major Tillian Teske ’21 attended a convocation
Little did she know when she walked through the doors to the
supported by the Class of 1968 Peace and Social Activism
chapel that it would change the course of her time at Lawrence.
Fund. Little did she know when she walked through the doors
She heard Colman McCarthy deliver his address, “Is Peace
to the chapel that it would change the course of her time at
Possible?.” “It made me realize that the concept of peace is
Lawrence. She heard Colman McCarthy deliver his address,
a complicated one,” says Tillian. “As McCarthy said, ‘peace is
“Is Peace Possible?” “It made me realize that the concept
possible, but not necessarily probable.’ It woke something in
of peace is a complicated one,” says Tillian. “As McCarthy
me.”
said, ‘peace is possible, but not necessarily probable.’ It woke
something in me.”
That’s the kind of change the Class of 1968 was hoping their
Peace and Social Activism Fund might engender when they
That’s the kind of change the Class of 1968 was hoping their
established it in 1993, and during Reunion 2018, Baron
Peace and Social Activism Fund might engender when they
Perlman ’68 led an alumni college session on the theme of “Is
established it in 1993, and during Reunion 2018, Baron
Peace Possible?.” He recounted not only the efforts to bring
Perlman ’68 led an alumni college session on the theme of “Is
this powerful speaker to campus, but the themes of Colman
Peace Possible?” He recounted not only the efforts to bring
McCarthy’s speech: McCarthy is a critic of a system that
this powerful speaker to campus, but the themes of Colman
traditionally features a curriculum long on wars and generals,
McCarthy’s speech: McCarthy is a critic of a system that
but short on those who advocate nonviolent force to resolve
traditionally features a curriculum long on wars and generals,
conflict and a language that relies on invocations of violence
but short on those who advocate nonviolent force to resolve
rather than peace. McCarthy is fond of saying if we don’t teach
conflict and a language that relies on invocations of violence
children peace, others will teach them violence.
rather than peace. McCarthy is fond of saying if we don’t teach
children peace, others will teach them violence.
Baron also delved into the wider context that drove the Class of
1968 to create their fund: They came of age during one of the
Baron also delved into the wider context that drove the Class of
most tumultuous times in U.S. history. Baron himself was just
1968 to create their fund: They came of age during one of the
one Lawrentian who found himself half a world away, serving in
most tumultuous times in U.S. history. Baron himself was just
Vietnam. He was one of the lucky ones who returned. “We want
one Lawrentian who found himself half a world away, serving in
the students of today to know there is another way,” said Baron.
Vietnam. He was one of the lucky ones who returned. “We want
“It is called peace.”
the students of today to know there is another way,” said Baron.
“It is called peace.”
After his talk, Baron opened up the floor to his fellow alumni
to share their thoughts, reactions and what they were doing to
After his talk, Baron opened up the floor to his fellow alumni
advance the cause of peace. Some people choked back tears
to share their thoughts, reactions, and what they were doing to
as they remembered friends and classmates lost to Vietnam.
advance the cause of peace. Some people choked back tears
Others talked about their current activism, from contacting
as they remembered friends and classmates lost to Vietnam.
their elected officials to attending rallies and marches, to
Others talked about their current activism, from contacting
volunteering and encouraged their fellow Lawrentians to speak
their elected officials and volunteering to attending rallies and
out and get involved.
marches, and encouraged their fellow Lawrentians to speak out
and get involved.
And the next generation of Lawrentians was there to take it
all in. Tillian attended the session. After her experience at
And the next generation of Lawrentians was there to take it
the Colman McCarthy convocation, she was inspired to add a
all in. Tillian attended the session. After her experience at the
self-designed major in peace studies to her biology major. “The
Colman McCarthy convocation, she was inspired to add a selfidea that there somehow is a possibility for peace was sparked,

and I wanted to investigate it more,” recounts Tillian. “I want to
see how I can contribute, and how the world could contribute
to it as well. Attending the alumni college session was another
key moment for Tillian: she met Susan Carpenter ’68 who
has spent her career traveling the world in the field of conflict
resolution. “I was able to create a connection,” says Tillian. “She
was so helpful in finding humanitarian organizations and being
a resource for my
future studies.”
designed major in peace studies to her biology major. “The idea
that there somehow is a possibility for peace was sparked, and
The Class of 1968 Peace and Social Activism Fund is
I wanted to investigate it more,” recounts Tillian. “I want to see
paying dividends.
how I can contribute, and how the world could contribute to
it as well.” Attending the alumni college session was another
Selected projects funded/supported to date:
key moment for Tillian: she met Susan Carpenter ’68, who
•	
African
American
Rights:traveling
Black Activism
LU (1999)
has
spent
her career
the@world
in the field of conflict
•	
Language
of
Libby
Larsen
(2000)
resolution. “I was able to create a connection,” says Tillian. “She
was
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finding
humanitarian
and(2001)
being
Lecture:
William in
Wresch
“Haves
& Have Nots in organizations
the Information Age”
•	
a
resource
for
my
future
studies.”
•	Human Rights Speaker: Anuradha Mittal (2001)

► Watch the “Is Peace Possible?” Convocation
at go.lawrence.edu/peace1968
Watch the Is Peace Possible? Convocation at go.lawrence.edu/peace1968

•	October 2017 Lawrence University Convocation featuring Colman McCarthy
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•	Jamaica PEACE Project and presentation (2001 & 2002)

The Class of 1968 Peace and Social Activism Fund is paying
•	Jamaica PEACE Project and summer workshops for students (2003)
dividends.
•	Civic Engagement Week (2003)

•	Library resources—collection
of materials on conflict
studies (2003)
Selected
projects funded/supported
to date:
•	African
Sustainable
Lawrence
University
Gardens@(SLUG)
improvements and
•	
American
Rights:
Black Activism
LU (1999)
programming (2009)
•	Language of Libby Larsen (2000)
•	Women’s Education in Bangladesh (2009)
•	Lecture: William Wresch “Haves & Have Nots in the Information Age” (2001)
•	Building Peace in the U.S. and Sierra Leone (2010)
•	Human Rights Speaker: Anuradha Mittal (2001)
•	Geological and environmental research, outreach and education in Sierra Leone
•	Jamaica
(2010) PEACE Project and presentation (2001 & 2002)
•	
PEACE Project
andGroups
summer
for students (2003)
•	Jamaica
Peace Education
for Youth
in workshops
Sri Lanka (2010)
•	
(2003)
•	Civic
Chris Engagement
Paine lectureWeek
on the
Electric Car (2011)
•	SLUG
LibraryAgriculture
resources—collection
materials on conflict studies (2003)
•	
Conference of
(2011)
•	
Lawrence
University
Gardens
improvements
and (2014)
•	 Sustainable
Trip to Holocaust
exhibit
and interview
with(SLUG)
Brigette,
Holocaust survivor
programming (2009)
•	Social Entrepreneurship, Service and Applied Research in Ecuador (2014)
•	Women’s Education in Bangladesh (2009)
•	October 2017 Lawrence University Convocation featuring Colman McCarthy
•	Building Peace in the U.S. and Sierra Leone (2010)
•	Geological and environmental research, outreach, and education in Sierra Leone
(2010)
•	Peace Education for Youth Groups in Sri Lanka (2010)
•	Chris Paine lecture on the electric car (2011)
•	SLUG Agriculture Conference (2011)

SUSTAINABLE LAWRENCE

F

From the water we drink and the food we eat to how we use energy, transportation
and more, through an initiative called “Sustainable Lawrence,” we are committing to
reinforcing a culture of sustainability, using our campus as a learning laboratory where
our residential campus, green initiatives and coursework can integrate to champion
sustainability at Lawrence and beyond. Successes of Sustainable Lawrence this year
include:
ENERGY
Solar Panels on Hiett Hall generate approximately 25,000 kilowatt-hours of electricity, saving more than
40,000 pounds of carbon emissions per year.
A 120-foot, 50-kilowatt wind turbine provides 30% of the energy for the lodge at Björklunden.
The turbine eliminates nearly 75 tons of carbon emissions per year.
In January 2018, the lights in the entryway and foyer of the Music-Drama building were converted to LED via funds
from the LUCC Sustainability Fund. Annual energy cost-savings are expected to be $2,590 per year.
WATER
Due to renovations in Ormsby Hall, including new bathroom fixtures, we have achieved a 20% savings in water
for Ormsby. That is close to 200,000 gallons of water each year.
WASTE
900 pounds of pre-consumer kitchen waste is diverted to the Sustainable Lawrence University Garden (SLUG)
composting each week.
In January 2018, 8 hand dryers were installed in the bathrooms of the Warch Campus Center to reduce paper
towel waste via funds from the LUCC Sustainability Fund. The project will save an estimated 200,000 sheets
of paper towel each year.
TRANSPORTATION
11,460 miles driven on 588 trips in the Enterprise rental car share program.
BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS
305 acres of natural area at Björklunden are now part of the Door County Land Trust easement and protected
from development.
FOOD
Lawrence partners with Bon Appétit Management Company to provide campus dining services. Bon Appétit sources
25% of their ingredients from small, owner-operated farms, ranches and artisan producers within 150 miles
of Lawrence.
STUDENT WORLD
6 student organizations focus on sustainability: Greenfire, SLUG, Bird and Nature Club, ORC, Food Recovery Network
and the LU Geological Society.

•	 Trip to Holocaust exhibit and interview with Brigette, Holocaust survivor (2014)
•	Social Entrepreneurship, Service and Applied Research in Ecuador (2014)
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President Mark Burstein

Vice President for Enrollment and
Communication Ken Anselment

‘Lawrence University Fundraising for Full
Scholarships,’ quoted by the Associated Press

From L-R: Alfiza Urmanova ’19, Ayomide Akinyosoye ’19, Nikki Payne ’19 and Alejandra Alarcon ’19

Photo credit: Thompson Photo Imagery

“It’s important to make sure we support
every student and family so they can thrive
academically and socially. The vast majority
of our students get financial aid of one sort
or another, so Lawrence has been a place
for families of limited means to receive a
transformative education. That’s been
our history over 170 years.”

The team was made up of Ayomide Akinyosoye ’19, Alejandra
Alarcon ’19, Nikki Payne ’19 and Alfiza Urmanova ’19,
who come from Nigeria, Ecuador, Thailand and Russia
respectively. As winners of The Pitch, the group received the
first-place prize of $10,000 in cash and $15,000 in in-kind
professional startup assistance.
Urmanova is credited with originating the idea of their product,
known as the WellBell. The WellBell is a wristband device,
similar to a Fitbit, that has an S.O.S. button installed to send
notifications for help or medical assistance. The potential
market for this product, according to the team, is not only in
health areas but also social emergencies, such as shootings
or sexual assault.

Though the team experienced a computer glitch that would not
project their visuals, they continued on to impress the judges
and secure the first-place title. Among those impressed was
the coordinator of Lawrence’s Innovation and Entrepreneurship
Program, Gary Vaughn. “It’s simple and it’s a contemporary
solution to some of our challenges in society today,” comments
Vaughn. “What we’re talking about with WellBell is your loved
one’s security.”
This is the second year a Lawrence team has triumphed at
The Pitch. Last year, a trio of hockey players won for their
software application used for forensic asset analysis. Both
teams took an interest in the contest because of Lawrence’s
Innovation and Entrepreneurship program. “It pushes you
beyond the boundaries of the classroom and pushes your
mind to explore things you didn’t think were possible,”
says Akinyosoye. “Coming up with this [WellBell] was just
a conversation in a room a few months ago and today it’s
possible that it’s going to be a product in the future. The
sky is just the beginning.”

“For students who have been suspended or
who face threat of suspension, fear not: we
at Lawrence University will not change your
admission or scholarship decision in light of a
suspension related to this kind of peaceful civil
action. We support you now, and are eager to
welcome you in the future as we work together
to create a brighter future for you and the
generations who will follow you.”

Robert S. French Professor of
American Studies and Professor
of History Jerald Podair
‘Robert Kennedy’s Gettysburg Address’ article for
History News Network
“Like Lincoln, who had seen the deaths of two
children, a sister, and a beloved young mother,
Kennedy spoke from his own experience of agony
and loss. This made it possible for him to open his
soul in ways that no other American leader,
then or now, could contemplate.”

HITTING IT OUT OF THE PARK: LAWRENTIANS DOMINATE AT THE PITCH
When it comes to entrepreneurship, Lawrentians know how
to get things done. This April, at the second annual The Pitch
competition in northeast Wisconsin, four international students
earned first place honors.

‘High schoolers suspended for gun-control
walkout won’t be penalized in college
admissions’ quoted in Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

Associate Professor of
Ethnomusicology Sonja Downing
‘Voices of the Arts: Gamelan
performance is a unique experience’
op-ed for the Post Crescent

Vice President for
Diversity and Inclusion and
Associate Dean of Faculty
Kimberly Barrett
‘Let’s cultivate a call-in culture’
op-ed for the Appleton Post Crescent
“Calling-in is a process of raising concerns and
grievances with compassion, humility and an
invitation for everyone involved to become part of
the solution. Two examples of how this approach
has been implemented on a large scale are
restorative justice programs and reconciliation
panels. These illustrate that even after the most
heinous acts and necessary disruption, there
comes a time to heal in which we must build
something new together.”

“The skills emphasized have been rhythmic coordination,
Professor Emeritus of
memory, and musical and social awareness of fellow
students. Not only are these skills important musically,
Economics Marty Finkler
but recent research shows connections between the
‘Trade deficits are a poor focus for public policy’
synchrony needed to play Balinese gamelan well
op-ed for the Post Crescent
and the general cognitive abilities to
focus and maintain attention.”
“Trade deficits are neither good nor bad. Public
policy focused expressly on trade deficits, whether
with specific countries or in total, is likely to lead to
reduced—not increased—economic wellbeing. For
Argentina, which consumes well beyond its economic
means, trade deficits are bad; for the U.S., the effects
are much less clear. Thus, it is best to follow the
Hippocratic idea: ‘First, do no harm.’”

► go.lawrence.edu/pitch18mag
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NOT SO LOST IN TRANSLATION: CONSTANCE KASSOR’S
RESEARCH AND NEW WAYS OF TEACHING IN NEPAL
Constance Kassor, assistant professor
of religious studies, can’t get enough
of Nepal. Having previously taken a
group of eight students to Kathmandu
in December 2017, Kassor will return
to the capital to work on her translation
of a 15th century Tibetan Buddhist text,
courtesy of a $6,000 grant from the
National Endowment of Humanities.
The translation of the text, Synopsis
of the Middle Way, has been a project of Kassor’s since 2014.
Composed by the philosopher Gorampa Sonam Senge, the
Synopsis is a 459-page treatise for the Sakya sect of Tibetan
Buddhism. A controversial figure in Tibetan Buddhism,
Gorampa is renowned for arguing against philosopher
Tsongkhapa, the founder of the Gelug sect.
Kassor sheds some light on the contentious writings.
“[Gorampa’s] criticism was considered so harsh that the
fifth Dalai Lama banned all of his texts in Tibet. From the
17th century until about 1925, Gorampa’s texts were only
studied secretly in remote areas of eastern Tibet,” explains
Kassor. “In the 1920s, the 13th Dalai Lama gave permission
for this text to be brought out again to the world. Now his
work is experiencing a revival.”
This project has been a labor of love for Kassor. She hopes
to complete the entire translation within the next two years.
Her return to Kathmandu comes eight months after her
previous visit, during which she taught the course Field
Experience in Religious Studies. Kassor took her students’
understanding of Buddhism to the next level by having them
live and study at the International Buddhist Academy.
This experiential way of teaching benefits not just students,
but Kassor as well through discussions of pedagogy and a
thirst for learning more about Buddhism and, in turn, Kassor’s
own research and translation. “The issues raised by Gorampa
and his interlocutors in this text will be of interest to scholars
of Buddhist and Western philosophical traditions,” notes
Kassor, “as well as to a broader audience interested in
questions concerning the nature of knowledge and the mind
more generally.”
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WALKERS IN THE CITY
By David McGlynn, Assistant Professor of English

Greg Schneider ’73 and Jane McGroarty Schneider ’74

Jane often told her students, “Learning is the only thrill
that will never leave you.” We believe that Lawrence
helped instill in us a passion for lifelong learning. Through
continuous learning we have been fortunate to have
rewarding careers, meaningful relationships with our
children, family and friends and an enriching marriage.
Connection with our Lawrence friends provides inspiration
and energy for us to keep exploring new adventures and
pursuing ways to contribute to our world.
In order to help ensure that students for generations to
come have the opportunity to learn and grow in a premier
liberal arts environment, we have made contributions to
the Lawrence Fund since our graduations. Recently, we
also decided to join the Lawrence-Downer Legacy Circle by
making Lawrence a beneficiary of a life insurance policy.
Our hope is that many Lawrence alumni will “pay it
forward” by joining Legacy Circle. Membership helps
our alma mater continue to thrive and be a source of
inspiration for students to create lives that matter.

Join Lawrentians like Greg and Jane in
the Lawrence-Downer Legacy Circle.
Visit legacygiving.lawrence.edu to learn more.

Last spring, I taught perhaps the most liberal-artsy class in
the history of the liberal arts. The class was called—no lie—
The Meaning of Life. Art historian Michael Cothren, who teaches
at Swarthmore College, says that “the growth of the soul is
one of the two main objectives of the liberal-arts college,” and
it’s fair to say that my Meaning of Life class was my attempt to
contribute to that objective. I wanted to provide a forum for the
students to explore some big questions. Questions such as:
What does it mean to be fulfilled by a career? How can I live
ethically and responsibly in a community? How do I balance my
personal ambitions for success and pleasure with the interests
of others, be they the less fortunate, the oppressed, or the
greater good? And what does it take to experience joy in a
world filled with suffering?
Over the course of the term, the students who bravely signed
up for the course and I discussed ancient conceptions of
courage, compassion, and contemplation, and how the great
heroes of literature and religion devoted their lives to those
codes. We engaged in lengthy conversations with members of
both the Lawrence and Appleton communities about how they
found their callings. And we took several long walks around
Appleton—walks in which we did little more than simply talk
with one another.
Why walks? For starters, there’s a long tradition of "city
walking" in the Western tradition; numerous writers and
thinkers have examined how walking enlivens the mind, lifts
the mood, connects us to our bodies, environments, and
communities, and structures activities ranging from religious
pilgrimages to political marches. Writer and activist Rebecca
Solnit writes that “the street is democracy’s greatest arena,
the place where ordinary people can speak, unsegregated by
walls, unmediated by those with more power.” More simply, the
walks were intended to help the students pierce the proverbial
Lawrence bubble by exploring the neighborhoods surrounding
campus, to help Appleton feel like more of a home.
In that very spirit, we concluded the term by organizing a
“community walk,” open to anyone from the Lawrence and
Appleton communities. To get the word out, we printed up and
handed out nearly a thousand postcards, invited all our friends,
and contacted the local press. We even designed class T-shirts.
Still, as I waited outside Main Hall on the day of the walk,
I found myself nervous about whether anyone would show up.

Would anyone in town want to walk with a bunch of college
students?
One by one, people began to gather. A local physical therapist
who lives near campus. The priest from the local Episcopalian
parish. An alumna with her children in a red wagon. Members
of Appleton Common Council. Lawrence students, faculty,
and staff. Nearly 80 people in all. To ensure we remained
engaged with one another, we turned off our cell phones and
headed out.
The route took us along Washington Street through downtown,
across College Avenue and into the Old Third Ward, then along
the Fox River toward the Warch Campus Center where a freezer
full of ice cream waited for our return. The sky was clear and
blue, the air was warm, and with my phone stowed away I found
myself paying greater attention to detail: a pair of bicycles
lying on their sides on a front lawn, an elderly couple waving
from their front porch, the river flowing through locks—all the
things I was ordinarily inclined, in the course of my fast-paced,
technology-dominated life, to miss. And whenever I looked
ahead, toward the crowd of students, colleagues, townspeople,
and friends ambling along the sidewalks, I saw people leaning
toward each other, listening and talking. We belonged to each
other in a way we hadn’t just an hour earlier. The exhilaration—
dare I say it? the joy—was so palpable I could almost reach out
and grab it. Whatever name it goes by, I kept walking toward it.
LAWRENCE
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DOWNBEAT WINNERS

ENDOWED PROFESSORSHIPS

LAWRENCE ADDS SIX NEW TRUSTEES

Two members of the Lawrence University faculty
have been named to endowed professorships. These
endowments, supported by the generosity of donors,
recognize academic distinction through teaching
excellence as well as scholarly achievement and help
Lawrence recruit and retain world-class faculty.

Sidney Ayabe ’67, is a retired attorney who spent
25 years as the managing partner of the law
firm Ayabe, Chong, Nishimoto, Sia & Nakamura.
He was elected president of the Hawaii State
Bar Association in 1995 and is a member of the
American College of Trial Lawyers and the American
Board of Trial Advocates.

Associate Professor of Anthropology
Brenda Jenike has been appointed
the Edward F. Mielke Professor of
Ethics in Medicine, Science and
Society. This professorship was
established in 1985 by the Mielke
Family Foundation in memory of the
founder of the Appleton Medical
Center, Dr. Edward F. Mielke. Jenike’s research
incorporates cultural, social and medical anthropology
as well as Japanese studies, gender studies, public
health, gerontology and social welfare.
Randall McNeill, associate
professor of classics, has been
named the Ottilia Buerger Professor
of Classical Studies. Established
in 2002 from the estate of Ottilia
Buerger, the Buerger professorship
was previously held by retiring
professor Carol Lawton. McNeill’s
research on ancient Greek and Roman conceptions
of civic wisdom are the basis for his book project The
Price of Wisdom: Community and the Individual in Greek
and Roman Poetry.

JOHN A. LUKE JR. HONORED BY FINANCIAL TIMES
John A. Luke Jr. ’71 was honored as Outstanding Director
of the Year by the Financial Times Outstanding Directors
Exchange. Luke was nominated by his peers for this award.
The Financial Times Outstanding Directors Exchange
honors Luke saying, “John Luke has made the often
perilous transition from chairman and CEO to non-executive
chair of the newly formed WestRock board in rare style,
supporting a model merger integration, a new management
team and the interests of all shareholders.”
Since 2015, Luke served as a non-executive chairman
of WestRock. He has provided his expertise, wisdom
and insight to Lawrence as a member of the Board of
Trustees for two decades, including as chair of the board
from 1996–1999. His service on the Board spanned from
1987–2007 and he continues to be an invaluable part of
the Lawrence community as an emeritus trustee.

Dean DuMonthier, CFA ’88, is managing director
and portfolio manager for international equities
with Winslow Capital Management. Previously,
DuMonthier served as a partner and portfolio
manager with Copia Capital in Chicago.
Bao Ha ’07, is completing his final year in the
Northrop Grumman’s Future Technical Leaders
Program. He has worked across the country solving
technical problems, serving as a data scientist and
systems engineer. Ha earned his master’s degree
and Ph.D. in applied physics at the California
Institute of Technology, reproducing solar eruptions
to discover driving forces behind space weather.
Dennis Klaeser ’80, is the executive vice
president and chief financial officer of Chemical
Financial Corporation and Chemical Bank. Klaeser
previously held senior and executive positions at
Talmer Bancorp, Inc., Raymond James Financial,
PrivateBancorp and Financial Institutions Group for
Andersen Corporate Finance.
Barbara Lawton ’87, serves on the Advisory Board
for the national Millennial Action Project and for the
Wisconsin Institute for Public Policy and Service.
Lawton was the first woman elected lieutenant
governor in Wisconsin, serving from 2003 to 2011,
and received an honorary doctorate of laws degree
from Lawrence in 2009.

AN
INTERNATIONAL
SOUND
Jake Victor ’18
and Jack KilkellySchmidt’s ’18
quintet was
non-existent until
a public jam
session in Amsterdam brought five strangers together. Victor and KilkellySchmidt were studying abroad when they found themselves playing with
a drummer from Spain and a bassist from Belgium. With Victor on the
piano and Kilkelly-Schmidt strumming his guitar, the pair knew they struck
gold with their new companions. “We fit like a glove,” comments Victor.
“Immediately after we finished playing, we looked at each other and said,
‘let’s get out of here and talk.’” The quartet quickly turned into a quintet,
thanks to a saxophonist from Estonia.
With the band playing jazz together frequently, their sound began to
change due to Victor’s writing. “I was writing every day, not necessarily a
full tune, but I was writing something every day,” says Victor.
The band soon found themselves recording more of Victor’s original
pieces. “We came up with the idea to record all of them professionally
and make an album. It ended up being The Jake Victor 5TET, which was
crazy to me,” he recalls. “I wrote all the tunes and it was my first time
as a band leader. Start to finish of the album was a two-month period of
writing the tunes, learning the tunes and recording the tunes. That’s a
testament to all the guys. There’s not many people that I’ve played with
that really just fit like a glove that easily. The chemistry of the group is
really something special.”
With encouragement from Patty Darling, Victor submitted two tracks from
the album, Twisted Heads, to DownBeat and The Jake Victor 5TET was
honored with the Small Jazz Combo and Student Led Ensemble awards.
Winning the DownBeat award offered Victor an irreplaceable personal
experience. “This was kind of a way for me to piece through all of [my
writings] and start mining and chiseling away at whatever is going to
become my compositional voice.”

LUJE VICTORIOUS
For the fourth time in its history, the Lawrence
University Jazz Ensemble (LUJE) was honored with
one of the highest music accolades in jazz education:
the DownBeat Magazine Student Music Award for a
large jazz ensemble.
Director Patty Darling ’85 led the
19-member LUJE to victory in the
large jazz ensemble category. “It
is such a great honor,” comments
Darling, a Lawrence alum who
worked under the guidance of the
late Fred Sturm, founder of LUJE.
“It’s wonderful to have Lawrence
recognized nationally as having a
strong jazz program. I knew our
performances were very strong, but I also know how
the DownBeat awards are very competitive.”
“All three [of our contest] submissions were good,
but ‘Splatch’ was the absolute best,” she says. LUJE
recorded their submissions during Lawrence’s Fred
Sturm Jazz Celebration Weekend concert this past
November. “It’s tough to get big bands to sound great
in the Chapel,” notes Darling. “The band played with
so much energy,” says Darling. “It was one of those
perfect performances where everything went right.”
Darling, a 1984 DownBeat winner, is quick to share
the recognition for this honor. “There is no way LUJE
is as strong as it is without Lawrence’s outstanding
jazz faculty working so closely with the students,”
she says. “It’s very rewarding as an educator to be
the one to channel this talent from the students and
from the faculty, and all that energy, into something
that is recognized as successful.”

Ambassador Christopher Murray ’75, has an
impressive 40-year career in the U.S. Foreign
Service. From 2010 to 2013, he served as the U.S.
Ambassador to the Republic of the Congo before
becoming the Political Advisor to the Supreme Allied
Commander for NATO Forces in Europe. In 2015,
Murray was honored with Lawrence’s Lucia Russell
Briggs Distinguished Achievement Award.
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FIVE LAWRENTIANS RECEIVE FULBRIGHT AWARDS
Five Lawrentians secured Fulbright Awards through the Fulbright
English Teaching Assistant Program, tying the 2014 record for most
Fulbrights in a single year in Lawrence history. They will spend the
following 10 months abroad as English language teaching assistants
and cultural ambassadors.
Nalee Douangvilay ’18, who graduated with honors with
a major in English, is spending her Fulbright year in
South Korea. She has six weeks of in-country orientation
before she begins her teaching assignment. There is
also a cultural outreach aspect to the Fulbright grant,
and Douangvilay, who was very active in the theatre
department at Lawrence, is looking forward to continuing
those interests in South Korea.
Augusta Finzel ’18 studied biology and Russian studies
at Lawrence before graduating with honors. Her Fulbright
takes her to Nuuk, the capital city of Greenland. In
addition to assisting English language learners, Finzel
plans to study the effects of climate change on the local
population. She is hoping to join a local environmental
group as part of her outreach.
William Gill ’18, a German and government major, is
headed to Germany. He is awaiting his official assignment
but will be a teaching assistant in the state of NordrheinWestfalen. Gill has long had an interest in German
language and culture, beginning with a high school
exchange program. He spent six months studying abroad
in Berlin researching and interviewing members of a young
people’s branch of the Socialist Unity political party.
Elena Hudacek ’18 will be co-teaching undergraduate
English classes and leading conversation circles at the
National University of Colombia in Bogota. Hudacek,
who graduated with honors and majored in Spanish
and linguistics, wants to use her background to explore
teaching English language learners at a university level.
As a cultural ambassador, she hopes to paint a picture of
the United States that is diverse and complex.
Emilio Salvia ’17 is heading to Harsewinkel, Germany,
after graduating with majors in biology and German last
year. He is teaching at a gesamtschule—a comprehensive
school. His study abroad experience sparked his interest
in pursuing the Fulbright opportunity and for his cultural
outreach, Salvia hopes to pursue his interests in
environmental education, sustainable agriculture or
volunteering with refugees.
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THE GAME MAKER: ELI CAULEY AND
THE WATSON FELLOWSHIP
U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT CRITICAL LANGUAGE
SCHOLARSHIPS
Three Lawrence students have been awarded the U.S.
Department of State’s Critical Language Scholarship
(CLS). Mikeala Marget ’18, Jonathan Rubin ’19 and
Heidi Arnold ’19 will strengthen their foreign language
skills for an intensive overseas language and cultural
immersion program.
For eight weeks, Marget and Rubin will spend time on
the island of Java in Malang, Indonesia, for language
instruction in Bahasa Indonesian and structured
cultural enrichment experiences. Arnold will travel to
Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, and live with a host family as part
of a Russian language program.
Since 2010, seven Lawrentians have been awarded
the Critical Language Scholarships. Marget, Rubin and
Arnold were among 580 students selected from a pool
of 6,000 applicants.
This will be a return trip for Marget, a cello
performance major, who was previously in Indonesia
learning the Balinese rebab, a stringed instrument
that is similar to a cello. “I did a whole project on that
instrument, the social context within Bali and how the
instrument functions within the musical ensemble,”
explains Marget. “That really inspired me to learn the
Indonesian language and come back.”
Rubin, a religious studies major, will accompany
Marget on the same program, with his focus on
learning the language of Bahasa Indonesian to
strengthen his interests in religion and globalization
shaping the country. “I’m interested in how theological
belief systems and moral paradigms are derived
from religious texts, and how they’ve changed and
developed over time,” notes Rubin. “Indonesia is the
perfect place to study this.”
Arnold, a German and Russian major, will journey
farther north in Asia, spending eight weeks in Bishkek,
Kyrgyzstan. She was influenced by her parents, a
German father and a Russian mother, to broaden her
scope of languages. “They were always speaking other
languages when they didn’t want me to know what was
going on. It sparked my interest,” says Arnold. “Now
I love the [Russian] language and the culture.”

Eli Cauley ’18 has always loved
playing video games, even though
he grew up in a home without a
television. Now that love has won him
one of the country’s most prestigious fellowships, taking him
around the world for a year of in-depth study and exploration.
Eli didn’t just enjoy playing games, he had a passion for making
them. While he stays away from the mainstream games of
today, Cauley admires some more obscure titles. “I enjoy
playing more intimate games, ones often developed by small
teams of even just one creator whose personality can be felt in
the game,” he says.
This interest, combined with his software skills and fruitful
imagination, inspired Cauley to design more than 25 games
under the pseudonym ‘crawlspace.’ His games are designed
differently than many of the more well-known games of today.
“Not all of [my games] have the interactive systems people
have come to expect. Many of them are neither winnable
nor losable,” notes Cauley. “But I hope to open people’s
perspective of what games can be and do.” Whether using
games for academic purposes, such as educational devices
or simulations in theoretical physics, or for personal uses, like
love letters or therapy, Cauley is pushing the boundaries and
definitions of gaming.
Cauley’s passion for game design has been rewarded. He
is one of only 40 recipients nationwide of a prestigious
$30,000 Watson Fellowship for a wanderjahr [“wander year”]
of independent travel and exploration. He will spend a year
exploring the world’s gaming communities while visiting
England, the Netherlands and Japan. With past experiences at
virtual reality workshops in New York, Cauley is ready to see a
more worldly view of gaming. “What I experienced [in New York]
was just a small taste of the diversity and richness of video
games and their developers that exists around the world,”
he says. “For my Watson project, I hope to follow this thread
around the world, exploring the exciting and diverse game
makers who exist outside the traditional game development
world.”
With stops at the London Game Space, Video Brains, Dutch
Game Gardens and BitSummit, Cauley’s year will be filled with
independent game festivals, meeting game developers and a
diverse look at the gaming world. “The medium is so woefully
underexplored and it so desperately needs diverse voices to
breathe life into unexplored corners.”
► go.lawrence.edu/elimag

PERFECT PARTNERING: MIELKE FAMILY FOUNDATION AND
LAWRENCE’S COMMUNITY COLLABORATION
Collaboration and community are the two defining aspects
of the long-running partnership between Lawrence University
and the Mielke Family Foundation. This relationship deepens
its ties with the launch of the new John and Sally Mielke
Community Collaboration Program. Based on the Mielkes’ deep
commitment to the Fox Valley region, this program combines
with Lawrence’s commitment to effective and ethical action in
today’s complex world.
Both John and Sally Mielke note the benefit of this union.
“The history of Lawrence University and Appleton is strongly
intertwined. This initiative gives strength to the continuing
effort of collaboration which is so beneficial to both.”
This initiative aims to develop new approaches to issues
improving quality of life in the Fox Cities by uniting research and
scholarship with local expertise and knowledge. Lawrentians
engaged in community-based learning will receive practical
experience by discovering how research can be applied in
partnership with people directly affected by the issues.
The program will be dedicated to making a meaningful impact
on one theme that lasts multiple years. The inaugural theme
is early childhood—from birth, or even prenatal, through
young childhood. Possible tools devoted to the theme include
Lawrence courses, research, assessment and evaluation,
internships for Lawrentians at community agencies and
workshops or training for community members.
Lawrence President Mark Burstein views this collaboration
as long lasting. “This extraordinary gift from the Mielkes will
support advanced research on societal issues that face the
Fox Cities. All parties hope this initiative will ensure our
community remains a leader for generations to come.”

LAWRENCE

31

ALUMNI

BOO
    KS

FROM THE ARCHIVES
CURRICULAR INNOVATIONS OF THE PAST
By Erin Dix ’08, university archivist
Many aspects of a liberal arts education endure through
time and change. Fostering “the development of intellect
and talent, the pursuit of knowledge and understanding, the
cultivation of sound judgment,” and preparing students for
“lives of achievement, responsible and meaningful citizenship”
—these goals from our current mission statement bear
many similarities to the founding ideals of both Lawrence
and Milwaukee-Downer College. But Lawrence University’s
curriculum has, of course, evolved significantly over more than
170 years of education. Here are just a few highlights from this
long history of innovation.

Shadow Modernism: Photography, Writing, and
Space in Shanghai, 1925-1937
William Schaefer ’85

President Henry Wriston prompted the faculty to introduce a program for tutorial
study in the early 1930s. Tutorials were designed to give juniors and seniors an
opportunity to pursue their individual interests in depth, collaborating closely with
faculty. This remains an important component of Lawrence’s curriculum today.

Within his first book, William Schaefer
explores Shanghai at the height of China’s
new media culture. In the early 20th
century, photographic practices served
as a forum to debate culture, ethnicity,
history, and the very nature of images.
From shadow photography to rearranged
photomontages to overlooked cartoons
and paintings, Schaefer shows how
artists exposed the modernity and the dark past of
violence and exclusion in Shanghai.

The History and Rebirth of the Remarkable
Haile Gold Mine
Jack H. Morris ’60

When college classes began at Lawrence in the fall of 1853, this was the
description for the coursework that appeared in the catalogue. The faculty
made few changes to the prescribed Classical Course and Scientific Course
until the 1880s, when President Bradford Raymond recommended the addition
of “elective studies.”

The Conservatory of Music was founded in the late 1800s and
grew significantly in the early 1900s. This glass slide from about
1930 shows the programs for music study that were available at
the time.
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Freshman Studies was introduced by President Nathan Pusey in 1945. During
the 1970s, the faculty experimented with other freshman core programs before
coming back around to something close to Freshman Studies’ original format:
all first-year students studying the same set of works, in small classes led by
faculty from across the disciplines, for two terms. Shown here is a Freshman
Studies class from the spring of 1950.

This October 29, 1971, Lawrentian article describes some new options
giving students more flexibility in their studies. The faculty introduced
“interdisciplinary majors” in 1971 and “interdisciplinary areas” (IAs) in 1977.
By 1979-1980, the course catalog listed seven defined IAs: Afro-American
Ethnic Studies, International Studies, Linguistics, Urban Studies, Computer
Studies, Environmental Studies, and Public Policy Analysis.

Through his combination of Southern history
and gold mining, author Jack H. Morris
analyzes the mining practice in present
day South Carolina. Taking a look at the
Haile Gold Mine, a mine predating the
California Gold Rush, Morris links the past
to the present through his examination
of its reopening as the most modern,
environmentally conscious mine in the
nation. Tracing its history through the last two centuries, this
book delves into the evolution of mining from a utilization of
gold extraction to a model for community service.

The Written World: Space, Literature, and the
Chorological Imagination in Early Modern France
Jeffrey N. Peters ’90
This book takes a close look at geographic
space and how it may be the foundational,
originating principle of literary creation.
Through an inventive new reading of Plato’s
concept of chora (the area outside a city
proper), Jeffrey N. Peters argues that
canonical literary works of 17th century
France are influenced by a ‘chorological’
approach to creative innovation. By
analyzing well-known authors including Boileau,
Lafayette and many others, Peters reveals that space is not
absent but rather transformed to keep pace with early modern
natural philosophy.

Without a Map: A Caregiver’s Journey
through the Wilderness of Heart and Mind
Lisa Steele-Maley ’94
This memoir explores Lisa SteeleMaley’s navigation as a caregiver for
her father, while drawing help from her
experiences as a wilderness traveler
and as a parent. Wading through
unfamiliar territory with her father’s
dementia, Steele-Maley learns to take
caring for her father, and life in general, one step at a time,
giving a personal insight into the topics of aging and dementia.

The Invented Part
Rodrigo Fresán, translated by
Will Vanderhyden ‘07
Will Vanderhyden translated Fresán’s
novel about a disillusioned aging
writer. Vanderhyden was awarded
the Best Translated Book Award for
his English translation.
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One Day You’ll Thank Me: Lessons from an
Unexpected Fatherhood
David McGlynn, Associate Professor
of English

In his third book, Associate Professor
of English David McGlynn traces the
rapidity of his transition from student
to father. Though fatherhood took him
by surprise, McGlynn was equal parts
terrified and thrilled. Showing the
doubts he has, McGlynn gives an honest
and insightful look at his role as a father.
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By Joe Vanden Acker, director of athletic media relations
In the middle of a glorious Wisconsin summer, Riley Woldt and Zach Filzen
are secretly longing for a cold January night.

Illinois. The Vikings return four starters, Erin Hill ’21, Shonell Benjamin
’20, Leah Reeves ’19 and all-conference selection Kenya Earl ’21.

It’s not that either one of them loves the wind chills that can be a part
of life here in the Badger State, but that frosty snap in the air means it is
the heart of basketball season. Lawrence University’s two new basketball
coaches are eager to stop planning for next season and start playing
next season.

“I’m extremely excited about the positive energy and the vibes coming from
the players,” Woldt said. “They have been outstanding and accepting. They
are looking forward to the off-season and getting back after it in the fall.
I’ve been preparing for this for a long time. I’m excited, but it’s a reserved
excitement. There’s work to be done. It’s time to lay the groundwork here.”

“Everything we’re doing now is important and relevant, but I’m chomping at
the bit to start the season,” said Woldt, who was hired as the new women’s
coach in April. “To me, the cool thing about this is you get to mold and
develop a team with a vision in mind.”

In three seasons at Lancaster Bible, Filzen put together a sparkling 64-21
record and won a pair of North Eastern Athletic Conference championships.
Filzen guided Lancaster Bible to the 2016 and 2018 NEAC regular season
and tournament titles. The Chargers played in the NCAA Division III
Tournament in both of those seasons.

Filzen, who was tapped to lead the men’s program in April, is starting his
second head coaching position after a fabulous three-year run at Lancaster
Bible College in Pennsylvania.
“I’m super excited about the season. Looking forward to that start with
great excitement and anticipation. There’s a lot to do to get prepared and
ready to go,” Filzen said. “Even though this is not my first go at it as head
coach, there’s things I have to learn about Lawrence and our students. A lot
of what we’re doing this summer is to build a culture.”
Woldt is no stranger to Lawrence as he served as an assistant to Hall of
Fame coach Amy Proctor from 2005 to 2007. He has spent the last 10
seasons as the assistant to legendary St. Norbert College coach Connie
Tilley. During his time on the St. Norbert staff, the Green Knights won seven
Midwest Conference championships and made seven NCAA Division III
Tournament appearances en route to a 206-51 record.
Woldt was more than ready for a chance to lead his own program, and
returning to Lawrence felt a bit like coming home.
“Walking into Alex Gym the first time knowing you have the title of head
coach is awesome. I stepped into Christyn’s (Director of Athletics Christyn
Abaray) office, gave her a high five and here we go,” Woldt said. “I can’t wait
to walk up the steps and onto the court and hear basketballs bouncing as
the team prepares for practice.”
Woldt inherits an up-and-coming squad from Ashley Wellman, who stepped
down after her husband, a college football coach, took a new position in

Filzen was chosen as the 2016 and 2018 NEAC Coach of the Year, and he
earned 2016 D3hoops.com East Region Coach of the Year honors. Filzen’s
2015–16 team posted a perfect 25-0 regular season record and went on
to compile a 27-1 mark on the season.
“From a basketball standpoint, we need to defend very well in the halfcourt. Offensively, I would like to get up and down and play with pace,” said
Filzen, who was named to the National Association of Basketball Coaches
Under Armour 30-Under-30 list that recognizes promising young coaches.
“It’s not a clear-cut system, but there are different aspects from different
systems to help our players be successful. It will look different from what’s
been done over the years.”
Filzen inherits a solid nucleus of players, including starters Quinn
Fisher ’20 and Bryce Denham ’21. The potential for this group is strong
with promising players like Mason Materna ’21, Julian DeGuzman ’21
and Abhishek Venkatesh ’20 all looking for a larger role.
Burying himself in film study and getting to know his team has been
Filzen’s main task since taking over the program. While he is logging
long hours in preparation now, Filzen has his eye set a few months down
the road.
“There’s nothing like walking into the gym for that first day of practice,”
Filzen said. “I hope we can improve and build on the incredible tradition
and history that’s here.” ■

New men’s basketball coach Zach Filzen (left) and new women’s basketball coach Riley Woldt (right).
Photo by Paul Wilke
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Lawrence’s Anton Hutchinson ’21, competing in the Gene Davis Invitational at Boldt
Natatorium, won the Midwest Conference title in the 1,650-yard freestyle.

Lawrence goaltender Evan Cline ’20 (33) stops a shot by St. Norbert College’s Tanner
Froese (15) during a Northern Collegiate Hockey Association playoff series at the
Cornerstone Community Center. The Green Knights topped the Vikings in a pair of
tight games and went on to win the national championship.

SWIMMING AND DIVING
Photo by Paul Wilke

Photo by Paul Wilke

Lawrence’s Jeremy Stephani (12) drives to the hoop in the Vikings’ 106-99 overtime
victory over Grinnell College at Alexander Gymnasium. Stephani scored 26 points
and grabbed 12 rebounds in the contest and became the 24th player in Lawrence
history to top 1,000 points..

Lawrence’s Kenya Earl ’21 (34) puts up a shot against Cornell College’s Anne
Visser (14) during a Midwest Conference game at Alexander Gymnasium. Earl
broke the Lawrence season scoring record and earned a spot on the All-Midwest
Conference team.

MEN’S BASKETBALL

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Lawrence battled to an 11-13 record and a sixth-place finish in the
Midwest Conference after a mid-season coaching change. Head coach
Joel DePagter ’98 stepped down in early January, and interim head
coach Chris Kellett guided the Vikings for the remainder of the campaign.

The Vikings witnessed a spectacular debut from rookie forward Kenya
Earl ’21, who broke the season scoring record on her way to earning
All-Midwest Conference honors. Earl, the daughter of former NBA player
Acie Earl, finished with 433 points to set a Lawrence record.

The Vikings picked up one of their biggest wins of the season in late
January when Lawrence dropped Grinnell College 106-99 in overtime
at Alexander Gymnasium. Guard Jeremy Stephani ’18 topped the
1,000-point plateau in that game and finished with 1,098 points
for his career. Earlier in the season, Stephani hit a school-record
10 three-pointers on his way to 30 points in a 79-60 win over
Oglethorpe University.

Earl, who picked up a Midwest Conference Player of the Week honor, was
stellar in all phases of the game and one of the league leaders in multiple
categories. She was second in the league in scoring at 17.3 points per
game, finished ninth in rebounding (7.6), first in free-throw shooting
(86.8 percent), sixth in field goal percentage (42.9 percent) and eighth
in blocks (1.0).

Rookie Anton Hutchinson ’21 collected a league title as both Lawrence
teams put together stellar performances at the Midwest Conference
Championships.
Hutchinson captured his first conference championship as he won the
1,650-yard freestyle in 16:30.12 to edge Lake Forest College’s Max
Rowland, who finished more than four seconds back. In addition to
swimming on multiple relays, Hutchinson also grabbed all-conference
honors with third-place finishes in both the 200 and 500 freestyle. The
Lawrence men grabbed fourth in the team standings.
Another rookie, Erin Lengel ’21, posted a trio of top-four finishes to lead
the Lawrence women. Lengel took second in the 50 freestyle, third in
the 100 butterfly and fourth in the 200 butterfly. Emmi Zheng ’19 took
home a second place in the 200 breaststroke and a third in the 100
breaststroke. Led by that duo, Lawrence took third in the team standings.

Lane King ’18 became Lawrence’s first hockey All-American, and the
Vikings qualified for the Northern Collegiate Hockey Association playoffs
for the 11th time in the past 12 seasons.
A senior forward, King was picked for the CCM/American Hockey Coaches
Association All-America team after piling up 16 goals and 21 assists for
37 points this season. King, who also was chosen for the All-NCHA squad,
became the first Lawrence player to lead the NCHA in scoring at 1.37
points per game. He ranked 22nd in the nation in points per game, 34th in
the nation at 0.78 assists per game and 36th at 0.59 goals per game.
The Vikings finished with a 10-15-2 record, knocked off a pair of ranked
opponents and topped traditional college hockey powers Middlebury
College and UW-River Falls.

FENCING
The Vikings posted a combined third-place finish at the Midwest Fencing
Conference Championships. The Lawrence men took third and the women
were fifth. Men’s épée led the way by placing second, and women’s épée
took third.

Sparked by Earl’s play, the Vikings saw a five-win improvement from the
2016–17 season.

During the individual competition, the top finisher was Nathan
Schlesinger ’19, who took second in foil. Schlesinger posted five
consecutive victories before falling to Ohio State’s Stas Sudilovsky 15-7
in the gold medal match. On the women’s side, Maria Boulandier Leza ’21
led the way with a seventh-place finish in épée.

READ MORE ONLINE
Visit vikings.lawrence.edu for the latest news on Viking
athletics, as well as scores, schedules and statistics.
RIGHT: Lawrence’s Maria Boulandier Leza ’21, right, competes in épée against Natalie
Kim of Windy City Fencing in the Lawrence Open at the Buchanan Kiewit Wellness Center.
Boulandier Leza won 15-8 and went on to take third place at the event.
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Schlesinger was a first-team all-conference pick in foil, Joe Davis ’18
was a second-team pick in sabre and Cameron Maas ’21 received
honorable mention in épée.
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Lawrence’s Matthew Holliday ’18 is mobbed by his teammates after driving in the
winning run in the bottom of the 11th in a 7-6 walk-off victory over Ripon College at
Whiting Field. Holliday also broke Lawrence’s career runs batted in record with the hit.

BASEBALL
The Vikings earned their first Midwest Conference Tournament berth since
1990, and Matthew Holliday ’18 completed his career as one of the most
prolific hitters in Lawrence history.
Lawrence put together a key four-game sweep of Beloit College on the
final weekend of the season to pick up a spot in the four-team conference
tournament. Lawrence finished the season with 15 victories, and only
three teams in school history have won more games in a season.
Holliday was named to the D3baseball.com and American Baseball
Coaches Association All-Central Region team. Holliday hit a team-high
.379 with 15 doubles, two triples, a homer and 38 runs batted in. He
finished the season with a flourish by going 6-for-8 in two games at the
MWC Tournament and broke the season hits record with 55. Holliday
enjoyed a record-setting career with the Vikings and ranks second in
Lawrence history with a .377 batting average. He holds the Lawrence
career records for hits (194), doubles (48), RBI (113), runs scored (95)
and at-bats (514).

Photo by Paul Wilke
Lawrence’s Maria Reiter ’20, center, gets a hug from teammate Liz Jonjak ’21 after
scoring the winning run in the Vikings’ 3-2 victory over St. Norbert College at Whiting Field.

SOFTBALL
A pair of young players collected both All-Midwest Conference and
National Fastpitch Coaches Association All-Great Lakes Region honors for
the Vikings. Center fielder Amanda Karnatz ’20 was chosen for the second
consecutive season and catcher Ceara Larson ’21 was honored after a
stellar rookie season.
Both Karnatz and Larson were first-team all-conference and second-team
all-region picks.
Karnatz hit .422 from the lead-off spot in the lineup with seven doubles,
one triple, one homer, 13 runs batted in and 32 runs scored. She also
swiped 21 bases in 24 tries. Larson hit a team-high .439 and led the team
with 10 doubles, three triples, five homers and 25 RBI. Larson collected
a pair of multi-homer games on her way to a team-best .729 slugging
percentage.
It was a difficult season for the Vikings, who endured multiple close
losses and finished with an 11-23 record and took eighth in the
Midwest Conference.

Holliday also led Lawrence’s contingent of All-Midwest Conference selections,
as he was chosen for the fourth consecutive season. Chris Shaw ’19 was
chosen as North Division Pitcher of the Year after posting a 1-1 record
with 1.98 earned run average in league play. Pitcher Kyle Duex ’18, who
was 3-1 in the conference with a 3.90 ERA, also was chosen for the allconference team.

Head coach Kim Tatro, who just completed her 25th season at Lawrence,
hit a pair of milestones during the season. The Vikings defeated Becker
College 9-1 in the season opener in Florida to deliver softball victory No.
400 for Tatro. Later in the season, Lawrence topped Knox College 13-5 to
give Tatro her 500th coaching victory. At that point, Tatro had 409 softball
wins to go with 91 volleyball victories.

Lawrence’s Jason Anderson was selected as North Division Coach of the
Year after overseeing a 10-win improvement from the previous season.

Tatro, who has more wins than any coach in Lawrence history, has a
career record of 410-380-3 with the softball team and an overall mark of
501-501-3. Tatro’s 501 total victories place her second among all active
Midwest Conference coaches.
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Photo by D3photos.com
Lawrence’s Josh Janusiak ’19 moves past North Central (Ill.) College’s Al Baldonado
during the 10,000 meters at the NCAA Division III Championships at the University
of Wisconsin–La Crosse. Janusiak finished seventh and earned All-America honors.

TRACK AND FIELD
A pair of distance runners paced the Lawrence women. At the league’s
indoor championships, Alex Chand ’21 placed fifth in both the mile and
the 3,000. Hannah Kinzer ’18 raced to third in the 5,000 and fourth in the
10,000 to lead the Vikings at the outdoor championships. Josh Janusiak ’19
earned All-America honors for the Vikings in the 10,000 meters outdoors
at the NCAA Division III Championships. Running in the heat at La Crosse,
Wis., Janusiak finished seventh in 31:02.02 to become Lawrence’s first
track All-American since 2003.
It capped a great track season for Janusiak, who won the 10,000 outdoors
and the 5,000 indoors at the Midwest Conference Championships.
Janusiak broke the school record in both events, setting a new mark of
14:34.55 in the 5,000 and 30:17.00 in the 10,000.
Led by Janusiak and fellow distance star Joe Kortenhof ’20, Lawrence
finished fifth at the league’s indoor championships as Janusiak won the
5,000 in a school- and conference-record time of 14:48.98. Janusiak
also took third in the 3,000 and was named an Outstanding Performer of
the Meet. Gabriel Baker ’20 also broke the Lawrence record in the weight
throw with a toss of 50 feet, 1.25 inches. At the outdoor championships,
the Lawrence men finished eighth.

Photo by Paul Wilke
Lawrence’s Aidan Delgado ’20 keeps his eye on the ball during his No. 2 doubles
match against St. Norbert College at Fox Cities Racquet Club.

Also a star in the classroom, Janusiak was chosen for the College Sports
Information Directors of America Google Cloud Academic All-America cross
country and track team. A philosophy and Spanish major with a 3.94 grade
point average, Janusiak was chosen for the third team.

MEN’S TENNIS
The Vikings qualified for the four-team Midwest Conference Tournament for
the third consecutive season and finished third in the league. Lawrence
posted a 12-9 overall record, and one of those victories was a 9-0 win
over rival Ripon College. That runs the streak to 11 consecutive victories
over the Red Hawks.
Lawrence’s top finisher at the Midwest Conference Championships was
Cade Francour ’20. Francour won a pair of matches before falling to
Grinnell College’s Michael Conlin-Brandenburg 6-3, 6-1 in the title match.
Lawrence also picked up a pair of runner-up finishes in doubles as the No.
1 team of Bill Schuman-Kline ’18 and Connor Maloney ’20 and the No. 3
team of rookies Evan Oriel ’21 and Matt Chan ’21 both took second.
Both Maloney and Aidan Delgado ’20 earned Midwest Conference Player
of the Week honors during the season.
LAWRENCE
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Class Notes
many Caribbean islands. Music and plays are
still enjoyed.

Looking for your class? Lawrence
magazine features individual classes
once each year throughout its three
issues to allow adequate space for
the rich details of your lives.

Barbara Stolzoff Edelson M-D’50, is healthy,
happy and almost 90. She works at a Portland,
OR, food pantry weekly and is stimulated by
her book club. She has five children, eight
grandchildren—her great love, and three greatgrandchildren. Life is wonderful!

50-Year Connection
(Photo: Thompson Photo Imagery)

Phyllis Weikart Greene M-D’47, has traveled
to nine countries in three years. She lives in the
country near Denison University, entertained by
her two black cats and three large dogs.
Mary Port Mehring M-D’48, moved into
Harwood Place Assisted Living in Milwaukee,
where she enjoys the people, food, activities
and entertainment. Last fall she attended the
weddings of two grandsons. Her sister-in-law is
Ruth Mehring Bernat, M-D’49.
Dr. Suzanne Sims deBorhegyi-Forrest M-D’48,
has been living in Mexico for 22 years in the
village of Ajijic on the north shore of Mexico’s
largest lake (Chapala) in a lovely area that has
become known as a retirement haven for expatriates from all over the world.
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For Suzanne’s 91st birthday her daughter,
Ilona, gave her a gift of a lifetime. It came in
the form of a tribute to M-DC for Suzanne’s
mother (Corinne Tousley Landgraf Sims, Class
of 1916) and her. While a music major at
Downer her mother composed and produced an
operetta based on Lewis Carroll’s beloved novel
“Through the Looking Glass.” She also composed
several songs for M-DC, which were archived by
Lawrence and made available to Ilona.
Ilona arranged with a number of Ajijic musicians
to stage a production of it. A dear friend of
Suzanne’s and older Ajijic expat, spent many
hours editing, transcribing and digitizing the
score for a modern production. It was finally
presented at St. Andrew’s Anglican Church in
Ajijic in 2017 as her 91st birthday gift, 100 years
after its inspired revival. The young musicians,
who were completely unfamiliar with the ragtime
beat, loved it. A splendid cake and champagne

Milwaukee-Downer luncheon
in the Teakwood Room during
Reunion 2018 (Photos by
Dolores Howse)
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reception followed, while Suzanne wept with joy
and nostalgia.
Ruth Mehring Bernat M-D’49, spent 20 years
in the Arizona desert and recently moved to
Waynesville, NC, a former hometown, with her
daughter Ann, a five-day trip driving a U-Haul.
Despite losing sight in one eye, she is still
making and selling oven mitts. At 92 she does
housework and cooking that keep her going
and in good health. After a spine injection she
can stand straight without a cane. She keeps in
contact with Kiku Rich, also class of ’49. Advice:
keep moving.
Marilyn Giese Bonneson M-D’50, celebrated
her 90th birthday, reflecting on her long, full
life and marriage of 58 years, before he died
two years ago. She and her family enjoyed 24
cruises to the Eastern Mediterranean, Northern
Europe, Central America, Hawaii, Alaska, and

Audrey Gilg M-D’50, lives in a retirement home
in Wauwatosa, but still misses Japan and hopes
to visit friends there this year as she did in 2014.
The amateur director of a 20-member chorus at
the home, she enjoys weekly rehearsals for singalongs and seasonal programs. Scrabble is a
favorite activity. She helps prepare boxes of food
for needy people and works with a group making
“mercy mats” for the homeless. She is a frequent
liturgist and newsletter mailer at Wauwatosa
Presbyterian Church. With the church’s senior
group she enjoys lectures and musical or
theatrical performances.
Hope Freeman Johnson M-D’50, lost her
husband, Hobart, in June 2013, just two months
shy of their 60th wedding anniversary. She
shares a house with son Fletcher in Redwood
City, CA. Hope has 14 grandchildren and three
great-granddaughters. Chief interests right now
are family, friends, three small dogs, two big
cats, reading, travel, bridge, and trying to follow
world events!
Professor Peg Peil M-D’51, lives in
Birmingham, United Kingdom, long retired and
in excellent health. She spends a lot of time
gardening and reading. Her garden has been
open for charity, with plant sales, for the UK
National Garden Scheme, for about 30 years.
She grows much of her fruit and vegetables,
has about 1000 varieties of plants, trees,
grasses, shrubs, perennials. Visitors welcome—
Birmingham is not far from London. She travels
2-3 times per year, 110 countries so far.

Mary E. Van Gorden M-D’51, lives in Black
River Falls, WI, in a senior cooperative named
Spaulding Place. Good health allows her to
volunteer at the hospital and sing in the church
choir. Her latest project is planning to bring a
hospice house to her community. Her favorite
hobby, genealogy, discovered she is distantly
related to Lucia Briggs, a great lady and leader.
Last spring she discovered Mary Nortman,
M-D’64 when she moved to Black River
Falls, and enjoys talking of wonderful days at
Milwaukee Downer College.
Janet Bowers Ford M-D’52, majored in Foods
and Nutrition and is a retired Home Economics
(now Family and Consumer Sciences) teacher.
Her home is an assisted living complex in Osage,
Iowa. She especially remembers a Foods Class
taught by Miss West.
Joyce Hardaker Patrick M-D’52, lives in
Henderson, NV. Her second book is available
on Amazon and Barnes and Noble. Fables of
Faith includes 17 animal fables that match 17
of Jesus’ parables, well received by churches
and parents. Her first book, Echoes of the
Past, highlights children in Waukesha County,
Wisconsin in the 1860s. It is a chapter book
reflecting actual events of the time mixed with
fiction. After it was published she learned there
were several other books of the same title, and
was pleased she had used her full name. This
following information is for your understanding.
She tells a wonderful story about Miss Hadley
discouraging her from becoming a writer: “no
Downer girl should consider working for the
media.” At graduation, she received a book
inscribed by Miss Hadley. “You really do have
talent; I’m sorry.”
Lurinda Mack Davis M-D’54, spent only one
year at Milwaukee-Downer after three years at
Wellesley. Marriage brought her to Milwaukee,
and a promise to her parents that she would
finish college brought her to Milwaukee-Downer.

Her fiance was a veteran of WWII and had a
job; she was allowed to marry if she finished
college. It was especially meaningful when MDC
merged with Lawrence because her husband’s
grandfather, Eli Hooker of Waupun, was a Fox
River Valley leader among Lawrence’s founders.
She has a family connection with Sophia Clark,
a current student. She was sad to hear about
an event in Appleton as a reaction to the tragedy
in Charleston, SC. She trusts that Lawrence
respects all people no matter what color,
creed or native country. Her status update:
her husband’s health requires extended care,
so they live in Clarewood Senior Community in
Houston. He has hospice care, and she has an
apartment in the independent living area. A good
home for them.
Alpha Wetenkamp M-D’54 reports she is alive
and well, participating in the activities that she
can. She lives alone in her home in Wauwatosa
with beloved dog, Topsy. Thankful for all of God’s
blessings!
Joan Bailey Aker M-D’55 has been living in
Milwaukee for six years since selling her home
on North Lake, and loves the easy access to the
symphony, ballet, plays and excellent restaurants.
She is involved with the Glendale Woman’s Club,
book club, bridge and of course her continued
hours spent as an advocate and volunteer with
Next Door Foundation.
Betty Heistad Barrett M-D’55 spends four
months in Naples, FL, and most of the rest in
Huntington, WV, where she continues on the
library Board of Trustees, League of Women
Voters and Coalition for the Homeless. Visits
with five children and 11 grandchildren and a
week in Chautauqua are special events. Many of
the grandchildren are music and dance majors
in college, which require attendance at recitals
and concerts, even more special as the children
improve their skills.
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Marlene Crupi Widen, M-D’55 is thrilled that
President Mark Burstein asked her to represent
Lawrence for the inauguration of Dr. Gnedinger
as President at Carroll U. This is especially nice
as she will get to march in the procession and
Ian, her grandson, is a senior at Carroll. Ian
will be joining her at the luncheon following
the ceremony since Marlene mentioned the
relationship when speaking with the president’s
secretary.
Patricia Leszkiewicz Brinkman M-D’56 lives
in Madison. Her travel adventure this year was
Morocco: beautiful people, architecture, good
food, and where Islam is practiced as she knows
it. She raced across the Sahara in a 4 x 4, rode
a camel (Jimmy) through some sand dunes and
shopped (a rug, a large fossil, a specifically
designed leather red coat from her son). Life is
good. Next adventure? Surgery for lung cancer—
and to think, she never smoked!
Audrey Schumacher Moe M-D’56 continues
to work with the Desert Hot Springs Historical
Society as the education chairperson. She and
husband Court enjoy living in the Palm Springs
area to enjoy the Philharmonic, Opera Guild and
Art Museum and sunny warm weather as they
look forward to their 62nd wedding anniversary
in June.
Gail Page Cordry M-D’58, Inman, SC, recently
lost her daughter—writes it is an ordeal no
parent should have to endure—we are supposed
to go first, so sad. She definitely plans to be
at Downer ’58 Reunion in June at LU as her
youngest grandchild, Max Cordry, graduates
from West DePere High School June 3rd. Her
middle grandchild is enjoying trimester abroad in
London, drama, living in Kensington area.
Bernice Nickolaisen Kwan M-D’59, wonders if
the classmates would recognize each other after
59 years. Pat Connell Rao was a high school
friend before MDC. Bernice married during
the summer of 1957 and lost her scholarship.
Her husband, Francis, took on more work and
a loan to pay. After 40 years in South Dakota,
they moved to Loveland, CO, for climate, cultural
richness, easy global access from Denver’s
airport. Her grandchildren are in CA, UT, SD, OR,
MN, WA, KS, two in CO. She earned ABD (all but
completed dissertation) instead of Ed.D. and still
enrolls for non-degree coursework, prowls the
internet and has held offices in AAUW.
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Sharon Olson MacCallum M-D’59 reports all
goes well in Topsham, ME. She teaches voice,
although did reduce her load to seven students,
and enjoys seeing students accomplish their
dreams. A summer highlight was seeing old
friends and attending a concert and weekend at
Tanglewood Music Center in the Berkshires.
Rose Marie Kosmatka Reich M-D’59 lives in
Oconomowoc, WI, where she has new ’59 friends
that she never talked to while in school. Enjoying
retirement!
Penelope Spoor Weyenberg M-D’59, Omro,
WI, says she and her husband still enjoy life on
the farm, but livestock is now limited to pet cats
and geese. Their only horse is with a professional
trainer. She has been showing this American
Saddlebred as a Fine Harness Horse on the MidWest circuit. She enjoys being a volunteer docent
at the Paine Art Center and Gardens.
Prudence Schmidt Meyer M-D’60 downsized
to a condo in Minneapolis, and is 85% retired
from a business. She volunteers with a Girl
Scout troop and church bell choir. She loves a
weekly German speaking group, just joined a
sheepshead card playing group, loves the Met
Opera and ballet perfomrances!
Jane A. Simmons M-D’60, Oconomowoc,
continues artwork for “The Bumbershoot Press
@ Atelier”: handmade paper, images on canvas,
graphic design, and hand colored prints. All are
the center of a quiet, creative life in the Kettle
Moraine with excursions to Milwaukee for art
exhibitions, the symphony and ballet.
June Goldschmid Thiesen M-D’60 reports that
after teaching in the Elmbrook School District
and with Nicolet Technical College, she retired
with her husband in Wisconsin’s Northwoods,
Hazelhurst, content to marvel at the variety of
splendor of the four seasons.
Kathleen Ehlert Wollin M-D’60 works two
days a week in Sussex, WI, on the finances of
two small companies plus personal finances of
one of the owners. This provides her with mental
stimlulation and social contacts as well as
financial gain.
Kathleen Parmentier Hansen M-D’61 says
her last two years at Downer were spent in
the quads shared with three other scholarship
students, Carol Neibel, Malle Vaarsi and Patricia
Laudgraf, purple, red and green classes! In

February she hosted a quad reunion in The
Villages in Florida. Pattie from Quebec, Canada,
Carol from Wisconsin and Malle from New Jersey
have kept in touch at Christmas over the years,
but never as a group. She plans lots of photos
to share with Lawrence. She majored in fine arts
and English and worked as a creative editor at
Whitman Publishing in Racine, Wisconsin, after
graduating, and now enjoys painting and stained
glass, among the many activities at The Villages.
Janet Sayre Hoeft M-D’61, Johnson Creek, WI,
is determined to spend a month on the coast of
Devon or Cornwall this fall!
Dr. Carolyn King Stephens M-D’62 continues
to spend most of her time in Chicago and winters
in Boynton Beach, Florida, with side trips here
and there. Most of her time is in golf activities—
playing and rating courses, plus exercise (yoga,
pilates and spin). She had her second total
hip replacement in mid-January followed by
rehab. Due to changes in the operation process,
recovery is greatly improved. Her two boys are
doing well but not married and no children.
Nancy Habetler Kaliebe M-D’63, Tampa, FL,
looks forward to her 55th class reunion this
June, and hopes her friends will join her. Her
youngest son, Kris, and his family moved to
Tampa from New Orleans two years ago, lived
with her for a short time before buying a house
a block away, with son Karl and wife a mile away.
Granddaughter Lydia joined her high school
crew that went to the Nationals in Princeton,
NJ, in May. Maybe Lawrence is in Lydia’s future.
Nancy had wonderful vacations to London, Paris,
Russia, and Italy, next to Appleton.
Anita Beltran Moore M-D’63 chose M-D
because of the Home Economics Department
(Nutrition & Dietetics and Textiles) with a career
goal of dietitian. She was recruited to the Army
and served 5 years in the ’60s, then retired as
a VA dietitian in 1999. She is an Academy of
Nutrician and Dietetics Foundation founding
member (1982), charter member of AEDA
(American European Dietetic Association
(1978), now known as the American Overseas
Dietetic Association.
Judith King Peterson M-D’63, married
the summer after graduation and moved to
California. She has two daughters and a 19-yearold grandson. She taught English, then worked

as a psychotherapist in the Jungian tradition
ever since. Husband Nils is active in poetry and
singing, including public performances. She
does oil painting as a member of a co-op gallery.
She was diagnosed with ALS, which so far is
manageable, and she now does what she really
values. She says she is more introverted, drawn
to reading excellent books, meditation, and visits
with loved ones.
Helaine Messer M-D’64, New York, says her
freshman year at Milwaukee-Downer was one of
the best years of her education. She went on to
graudate from Wheaton College, Massachusetts,
and receive an M.S. and Ph.D. from Columbia
University in history (thesis: History of
the Museum of Modern Art). She pursued
photography in the art world as her career and
is working on a book of her photographs, many
taken during her stay at the Museum of Modern
Art and the Whitney Museum. Her one year at
Milwaukee-Downer still remains an invaluable
lifetime memory, especially being honored as the
elected fourth hat girl.

LAWRENCE UNIVERSITY
Class of 1963
There’s no denying it: In June it will be 55 years
since the Class of 1963 presented itself and
processed across the lawn in front of Main
Hall. What about our hopes, our plans, our
achievements? Did we have an idea of how we
would recall the Lawrence experience and what
it means in our lives today? Come, let’s wander
through the campus again and share our lives
and hopes with one another, because hope is
still with us while we live. Let’s celebrate!
Al Bjornson still lives in in Evanston, Ill., in what
his wife, Marti, describes as their “starter home.”
Al says it will be “our ender home.” He continues
with woodworking projects. Their son, Andrew, a
designer with Vans Shoe Company, lives with his
family in Laguna Niguel, CA, and their daughter,
Alicia, works for the State of New Jersey at
BatstoVillage in the Pine Barrens of South Jersey.

Erlan Bliss and Marian enjoy Danville, Calif.,
and its mild climate. In January, Erlan wrote, “I’m
busy, well, and fondly remembering [Lawrence],
and hearing weather reports from…further east .”
He anticipates continuing work on laser systems
at Lawrence Livermore National Lab and playing
in a symphonic band and a “big band.” Marian
is active in community organizations. They enjoy
traveling, including visits to their four children
and five grandchildren.
Jim Bushner arranges music for school
orchestras. His latest, the Bach Toccata and
Fugue in D minor, was performed last May by his
former orchestra, the combined chamber and
symphony orchestras of Shorewood, Wisconsin
High School. This year, the Homestead (Mequon)
chamber strings will perform the Bach, as well
as Jim’s arrangement of “Fly Me to the Moon.”
Arthritis confines Jim to a walker, so he and
Jan no longer travel, but enjoy memories of
earlier trips.

Carol Briden Polk M-D’64 enjoys retirement
after almost 50 years of being a pediatric
physical therapist. Her four kids, four step-kids
and two adopted kids are all doing reasonably
well; Grandma times 17 and Great-Grandma
times one. She will move from mildly urban St.
Petersburg to more rural Florida, planning some
travel, volunteering in neonatal ICU at Children’s
Hospital—life is good!
Eileen Paulson Johnson M-D’66, DePere, WI,
is a member of the LUAA Board of Directors,
representing Downer alumnae. She takes classes
through Lifelong Learning Institute, People for
People, PEO, and committee meetings. Her three
grandchildren take music lessons because of
her. Travel included a genealogy jaunt to research
her Native American ancestors in Sault Ste.
Marie and Madeline Island. She plans a month
in Florida with two friends from her book club.
She hopes to see all in June at Reunion
when we honor one of our own alums, Betty
Domrose Brown.

55th Reunion—Class of 1963
(Photo credit: Thompson Photo Imagery)
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journey has taken on a Parkinsonian surprise
detour in recent years. For this and other reasons
I’m unable to attend our 55-year reunion.”
Don Kersemeier and Mary will celebrate 53
years of marriage on June 19. They have three
married adult children and 11 grandchildren.
Don rejoices in accompanying his grandchildren
on trips of their own choosing. Don retired—twice.
His interest in writing led to his book, Bequest:
A Son’s 50-Year Search for His Birth Father. Now
he is reviewing his 100-plus notebooks for more
projects. They maintain a continuous connection
with the Lawrence Christian Fellowship, which
holds its annual retreats at the Kersemeiers’
place in Door County.

50th Reunion—Class of 1968 (Photo credit: Thompson Photo Imagery)

Amber Nyman Clark and Robert Clark ’65 have
been married for 53 years. They live in Galesburg,
Illinois, where both are professional musicians.
Amber is the organist at First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ); Bob directs the Community
Band and is active in combos and big bands in
the region. They have a son and four grandsons.
Al and Janis White Dees are retired, living in
Minneapolis, and love to travel. Last year they
sailed the Norwegian coast from Bergen to
Kerkenes in the Arctic Circle on a working boat—
in which they were the only Americans—and
visited Stockholm and Copenhagen. This June,
they will journey to Iceland and Ireland and
will miss our reunion. Their son and family live
in Berkley.
Delaney declares, “Life is good. I am selfpublishing a lifetime of my poetry. I go to the gym
three times a week.” She and her husband, Paul
Neuwirth, spend their winters at their home in
Alabama and return to Philadelphia in mid-April.
Nancy VanScoy Duffrin and Grant Duffrin lived
on Long Island for 50 years before moving to
the Twin Cities (St. Paul) in 2013 to be near
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their grandchildren. Nancy has taken up golf.
As the Twin Cities are home to immigrants from
many cultures, Nancy enjoys having regular
conversations with people who are learning
English.

dialogue. He leads “process theology” reflection
groups, searching for an integrating world and
life view. Betsy is a lactation consultant, looking
to retire in 2018. Daughter Eryn works at Apple;
Anna at Am Ex.

Linda Burch Eiserloh and Barney Eiserloh live in
Tryon, N.C. Linda still sings, writes, teaches, and
gardens. Linda finds Tryon similar to Lawrence in
size and society, as it’s easy to meet people and
meet them again everywhere.

Lorelei Viscariello Gould married Tom 50 years
ago. Residents of Hendersonville, Tennessee—a
suburb of Nashville—for 35 years, they do not
plan to move. Their children and grandchildren
live near and far. Lori enjoys travel, reading,
government, family, and friends. As a part-time
advisor at the community college, she stays
engaged with students and encourages them to
pursue their dreams.

Kay Landon Finke and her husband, Dick,
enjoy an active life, moving among Sun City
West, Arizona, their children in Albuquerque and
St. Louis, and a summer home in Flagstaff. Kay
has warm, happy and appreciative memories of
her Lawrence experience and enjoys the many
friendships from those years.
Al Gephart and Betsy Wells-Gephart call Tempe,
Ariz., home, but travel extensively. A highlight
in France was seeing cave drawings painted
15,000 years ago, leading Al to consider how his
life is related to those hunter-gatherers. Al retired
from parish ministry but is active in ecumenical
and interfaith work, focusing on interfaith

Bronson Hall and wife Michele are in Highland
Park, Illinois. Bronson tells us, “I’m reminded
of Yogi Berra’s observation that ’when you
finally arrive at a fork in the road ... take it!’ I
managed to take several of these forks since
graduation—sometimes smiling, at other times
crying, but always making use of my experiences
and friendships at Lawrence to better navigate
the difficult terrain. I’m saddened to learn of
the increasing number of my classmates who
have fallen off this road of life. Indeed my road

Linda Kleinschmidt lives in Cincinnati, Ohio.
When Linda’s father became ill, she left Lawrence
after her freshman year. That year inspired her to
earn a Bachelor of Arts from Boston University
and to study at several other colleges. Linda is
a distinguished teacher, tutor, writer, editor, and
mentor. She is also a published and awardwinning author. Since 2001 she has focused
on worldwide technical and academic editing,
working especially with English as Second
Language writers in Asia, Europe, and the Middle
East. Linda’s daughter and son-in-law both are
Lawrence University graduates.
Barb Larsen states, “Life is good and we plan
on keeping it that way.” Barb and her husband,
Leo Riegel, make the most of living in Denver.
Winters, they ski in local areas and make yearly
side trips to Telluride, Big Sky, or Crested Butte.
Summer means biking trips, beyond Denver to
the Midwest, both coasts, Mallorca, Italy, and,
this year, Austria.
Loring Lawrence lives in Manchester, N.H.,
and pursuits of railway and train travel continue
to attract his attention—he is president of
Ascutney Travel Inc, a full service travel agency
which specializes in rail travel—be it the USA
or Canada, or Great Britain, Europe, Australia,
India or any other part of the world. A dedicated
traveler, he had already traveled to 119
countries. Last year, he added Cuba as number
120, with a railway tour of the island, meeting a
host of railway people very keen to learn about
U.S. railroading.
Tom Pearl Lawrence briefly notes: “I still
recognize myself when I look in the mirror every
morning. That’s good news, I think.”

Lois Lammers McNamara and her husband live
near their daughters and grandson in Gainesville,
Fla. They enjoy traveling and especially enjoyed
many concerts on a “Composers of Eastern
Europe” tour to Vienna in 2017. Lois leads
an active life since retiring: she is a master
gardener and advisor for a middle school
garden, and the horticulture chair for her garden
club. She remains involved in musical pursuits,
accompanying small groups. Lois also serves as
the chair of the caring committee at her church.
She credits her Lawrence education for preparing
her well for a career in education, a love of
lifelong learning, and the importance of service
to her larger community.

some exercising. He says his body continues
to wear down, so he had his second total hip
replacement and is now working through rehab.
They have two sons, both doing well.

Ken Mueller and Judy Goodrich Mueller ’61, have
escaped 10 years of Wisconsin winters, spending
those months at their villa in Bradenton, Fla. They
enjoy nearby Sarasota’s cultural events as well
as outdoor activities. Ken has severe arthritis, so
he opted to have his left ankle surgically fused in
mid-November. It was successful, and despite an
annoyingly slow recovery, Ken hopes to be back
to at least 90% mobility by March.

Herb and Joan Lichtenberger Weber delight in
living in San Diego, close to their daughter, Erika,
who manages Intern and Outreach Programs
for the National Marine Mammal Program.
Son Rob, who has two children, lives in Bali,
where he has a recording studio and performs
throughout Europe, Asia, and Australia. Herb
plays golf and continues to compete as a supersenior. He’s also a member of the SCGA Rules
and Competition Committes, rating courses for
Golfweek magazine.

Roger Nicoll, M.D., spent 43 years at the
University of California, San Francisco (UCSF).
He recently stepped down as Director of the
Neuroscience Graduate Program, but remains
actively involved in neuroscience research, a
primary pleasure for Roger. UCSF and an active
life in the Bay Area are rewarding. He enjoys time
with his son and two grandsons who live in San
Francisco. He still has trouble wrapping his head
around retirement.
Bob Petters still teaches his class, “Introduction
to Musical Experiences,” at North Carolina State
University in Raleigh, and is in the process of
converting it to an online class. Bob’s sense of
humor emerges as his role as conductor of The
Really Terrible Orchestra of the Triangle (Triangle
Musicians Orchestra) which performs standard
orchestra repertoire.
Bill Shier and Diana Gage Schier ’64 live in
Denver. Bill enjoys retirement after 40-plus years
of teaching.
Nelson Strom and Patricia Strom send
greetings from Mundelein, Ill. They spend the
winter in Boynton Beach, Fla. Nelson spends
most of his time in golf activities, playing and
rating courses and keeping in shape with

Mark Thomas reports that 43 years blessed
with Pam doesn’t seem like 43 years. They live
in Birmingham, Mich.; their two sons live “too far
away” with two granddaughters. Mark’s personal
joy includes fellow Lawrence classmates whom
he describes as the “highest quality people in
my life.” His high-speed life leaves some regrets,
but “the glass is not half-full; it is brimming
over.” Mark is grateful for a wonderful life and is
enthusiastically looking forward to the reunion.

Nancy Lotz Williford leads a busy and enjoyable
life in San Diego. She plans to be in Appleton for
our reunion to reconnect with friends past.
Karon Eltgroth Winzenz and Jerry Winzenz
built a retirement home on the Lake Michigan
shore of Door County in 2005. When Jerry turned
80 in 2016 they celebrated with a huge family
reunion, including two children each and 10
grandchildren, proving “chaos is no longer just
a theory.” Karon, an art historian specializing
in ancient Maya art, has published in several
academic journals and presents papers at
national and international conferences and
enjoys annual tours with the Maya Society of
Minnesota. Last year she traveled to southern
France with her daughter, Anna, to see medieval
architechture and art; she returned to see
Normandy, Paris, and sites along the Seine.
Karon has found her spiritual home in her
local Unitarian Universalist Fellowship and,
since the 2016 election, is an active member
of “Indivisible” and its three chapters in Door
County. “Seems more like the ’60s, although my
hair color has changed.”
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45th Reunion Group includes Classes of 1972, 1973 and 1974 (Photo credit: M. C. Kinney Photography)

Robert Zimmerman lives in Minnetonka, Minn.
Recently diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease, he
is seeking to stave off the not-yet-severe effects
through an aggressive exercise program—so far,
so good. Of greater significance, he notes, “My
elder son Todd (LU ’92) and his wife, Marlann,
have presented my wife, Christy, and I with an
adorable grandson, Liam.”
Dan Taylor and wife Donna ski in the winter,
hike in the summer, travel to Italy or France for
a month in the spring, and revisit Lawrence,
Appleton, and Björklunden in the fall for Dan’s
seminars. They also celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary in the Pusey Room at the
Warch Campus Center with threescore and more
of their friends and former colleagues.

’72
Fred Ash ’72 retired in 2015 after 39 years as a
prospect researcher at Northwestern University in
Evanston, Ill. He’s currently trying to learn Danish
so he can translate some family documents from
his great-grandparents. He is also working on his
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memoirs and remembers Lawrence friends and
the good times they had together.
Roy Brayton ’72 is looking forward to the June
festivities and to seeing classmates from the
Eningen campus. Retired after 40 years as a
flight attendant at American Airlines, he works
part time as a reference librarian in Greenwich,
Conn. Roy and his husband, Mickey, travel
around the world and will visit Antarctica
this year.
Marte Brengle ’72 and her husband, Jim,
recently celebrated their 45th anniversary with a
vacation to Hawaii. Marte works as a writer and
editor for a tech website called Digital Citizen,
runs forums for Forumania, and is determined to
finish writing her third novel. She reports that
“life in general is looking very good.”
Tim Brown ’72 retired in April after 38 years with
the Office of the Legislative Counsel of the House
of Representatives. He keeps busy with contract
work for his old office, family obligations,
and photography. Tim enjoys meeting current
Lawrence students and wonders, “Were we that
impressive back then?”

Mary Carlson-Mason ’72 lives near Ann Arbor,
Mich., with her husband, Rusty, an “adopted
Lawrentian.” She is retired but still plays trivia
on a regular basis and loves gardening season.
Mary stays in contact with fellow Lawrentians on
social media, where she posts many shots of her
garden. She looks forward to the reunion and the
opportunity to gather with the Eningen gang.
Bruce Colwell ’72 credits Lawrence with his
“life-long love affair with the liberal arts college”
and his career in residential and student life at
three universities including Lawrence. He has
launched a second career as an historian and
writer, focusing on the Northfield, Minn., area. He
visits children and grandchildren in Virginia and
still enjoys outdoor activities and music of the
Sixties.
Kevin Fenner ’72 is retired from John B.
Sanfilippo & Son (Fisher Nut Company) and lives
with his wife, Julia, in Huntley, Ill. Recently, he has
been involved in golf, community theater and a
radio drama group. Kevin has a new grandson
and enjoys traveling to visit family in Nashville,
Tenn., and Madison, Wis.

Verita (Vee) Froula Kimery ’72 owns and
operates two businesses together with her
husband, Joe, and their son, and finds time to
take care of her two grandchildren. She has great
memories of her time in Eningen and with her
Theta sisters, as well as her year with Neurospora
crassa (with thanks to her professors).

Liz Isley Ferrari ’72 worked for 40 years as a
librarian in a suburban public library and used
her liberal arts education all the time. Now that
Liz is retired, she tends her gardens and small
grandchildren and makes quilts.

Jake Gostisha ’72 lives in Green Bay, Wisc., and
spends his time substitute teaching, volunteering
at Heritage Hill State Park, and building boats
with a youth mentoring program called Hands
On Deck. He enjoys outdoor activities as well as
traveling, recently visiting Munich, Salzburg, and
family in Slovenia.

Debbie Johnston Buesing ’72 recently retired
from her second career, a part-time job in
religious education. In addition to singing in
a community choir, she has begun tackling
her bucket list items and is planning a trip to
Scotland. In 2013, Debbie’s husband Tom
Buesing ’72 passed away suddenly. She is
grateful for all the Lawrence reunions they
enjoyed together, and looks forward to this one.

David Healy ’72 has enjoyed a 44-year career in
higher education at seven institutions, primarily
as Chief Financial Officer. His last assignment
brought him to Jacksonville University in Florida,
where he has retired successfully “after two
failed attempts.” He and his wife, Denise, are
looking forward to an upcoming six-week sojourn
in Asia.

Marlene Karides Ego ’72 has retired to Bonita
Springs, Fla., after 40 years in teaching, most
recently at University School of Milwaukee, and
many years with the Milwaukee Symphony Chorus.
Marlene has found joy in a new grandson since
her husband, Chuck Ego ’72, passed away in
2011. She sings in a community chorus because
“music brings people together!”

Craig Kurtz ’72 attended Lawrence for one
year in 1968–1969, but he still thinks about
the friends he made on third floor Plantz. His
roommate taught him finger-picking that he still
uses playing banjo in a local bluegrass band.
He and his wife live in Michigan’s Keweenaw
Peninsula.
Christine Luedeman Fenner ’72 lives in
Waukesha, Wis. After a career as a Corporate Art
Consultant and many years chairing the Waukesha
Library Public Art Committee, Chris now volunteers
as president of her condo association and chairs
a major renovation project at church. She enjoys
yoga, golf, pickleball, and the “special status” of
being a grandparent.
Steve Maxwell ’72 has retired from the
University of Minnesota’s School of Social Work.
Nowadays he devotes his time and energy to the
Minnesota Mandolin Orchestra and a band that
includes Don Brunnquell ’74 and Jay Scoggin,
brother of Sally Scoggin ’74. Steve and his wife,
Judy Pearson, have traveled extensively.
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Kirk Michelson ’72 reports that, among his
unforgettable memories from Lawrence, are how
Professor Bill Chaney “made the Middle Ages
come alive” and how one of his professors cut
off his tie in class. Kirk also gained valuable
experience in innovative, cost-effective, and epic
service to his brothers as House Manager for
Beta Theta Pi.
Beth Morris Carver ’72 completed her
education at University of Toledo (Ohio) and
taught math in Ohio, New York, and Prince
George, British Columbia. She is now retired
there and is loving it.
Tom Nathan ’72 continues litigating cases in
Illinois and around the country and gives lectures
on medical negligence. He is also involved with
local foundations and political campaigns. He
and his wife, Colleen, recently welcomed their
first grandchild, born in Boston and already
conflicted on whether to cheer for the Cubs or
the Red Sox.
Carolyn Nichols Hoeschele ’72 and her
husband, Dave, live near Princeton, NJ, where
Carolyn works in IT at Princeton University.
Their children and grandchildren all live nearby.
They spend lots of time at their cabin in the
Adirondacks and like to hike, ski, and enjoy the
outdoors.
Todd Pierson ’72 just celebrated his 31st
wedding anniversary to Beth Schoeppler. He
has retired from teaching but continues to work
as a professional development strategist in
educational technology. He recently co-facilitated
an arts integration project in rural Minnesota and
continues to support arts integration through his
blog and personal initiatives.
Wendy Pradt Lougee ’72 and her husband
Mike Lougee ’70 live in the Twin Cities and
work at the University of Minnesota. As Dean of
Libraries, Wendy oversees a dozen libraries in
their system. Wendy and Mike enjoy traveling to
their 100+ year old family cottage in northern
Wisconsin and various spots around the globe.
Jim Richardson ’72 has retired but occasionally
returns to the classroom to sub. He and his
wife, Eileen, do kayaking in the summer, and Jim
enjoys photography and hunting in the fall. Jim
reports he recently uncovered his old copy of
The Structure of Scientific Revolutions and says
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“don’t forget the dreams we all had that would
make the world better.”
Karen Rigotti ’72 is General Manager for
the North Shore Choral Society. In addition to
performing thought-provoking works, the choir
facilitates music activities at an after-school
community center. Karen volunteers for the
folk music part of WFMT radio in Chicago and
transports Siamese rescue cats to their forever
homes.
Mike Rossmeier ’72 has spent most of his
career in commercial banking in Chicago and is
currently focusing on tech startups. He lives in
the unique Old Town Triangle neighborhood. Mike
notes that while summers have golf, in winters
he’s “checking off a list of as many foreign
countries as I can get to.”
Marilyn Schwinn Smith, ’72 reflects that
the most lasting impact of Lawrence were the
professors of Russian history, language and
literature and other faculty members “primarily
for their compassionate willingness to work with
someone of a less than optimal work ethic.”
She also appreciates those acquaintances who
shared their time with her.
Douglas Smith ’72 enjoyed a long career
in Economic Development in Michigan and
is currently Executive Director of Workforce
Development and Lifelong Learning for Oakland
Community College, trying to reduce the skills
gap. With his wife, Carol, he traveled to the
British Isles in August and reports that Guinness
tastes better in a Dublin bar.
Marina Spheeris Krejci ’72 and her husband,
Frank, are in Milwaukee, where she just retired
from a long career as a professional fundraiser.
She has taken on a new challenge as VPBusiness Development for the Florence Eiseman
children’s clothing company, listening, learning,
and looking for new strategies. Marina reports
that “life is good.”
Archan Jane Sramek ’72 works with the Climate
Reality Leadership Corps, writing and speaking
about causes, effects and solutions to climate
change. She and her husband, Benjamin Talbot,
remain involved in Lakota spiritual practices
and are raising funds for nursing scholarships
at the Sinte Gleska College on the Rosebud
Reservation in South Dakota.

Susie Stillman Kane ’72 and her husband,
John, have combined their volunteer passions
by encouraging Lawrence students to intern at
the KIPP School. They have hosted Lawrence
students in their home and fostered interest
in, and visibility for, Lawrence in their area of
Massachusetts. They are thoroughly enjoying
their children and four grandchildren.
George Swope ’72 is semi-retired, living on the
shore of Cape Cod Bay, and still reading Russian
literature and history “with fine memories
of George and Dick.” He notes, after reading
Lawrence’s first diversity and inclusion report,
“great pride and admiration for our alma mater.”
Cheryl (Sherry) Wilson Kopecky ’72 and
husband Rob live in Elmhurst, Ill., where she
enjoys leadership roles in community nonprofits,
the rich cultural offerings of Chicago, reading
with book groups and volunteering for Lawrence.
In 2016, they were part of the first Lawrence trip
to Cuba and have “stretched their thinking” at
many Björklunden seminars.
John and Sandy Ewig Yunker ’72 live in the
Twin Cities near their children and grandchildren.
Sandy is retired from teaching elementary and
middle school band but stays active through
substitute teaching and musical events. John
is retired from the Minnesota Office of the
Legislative Auditor and is working on his golf
game. They enjoy bowling in a couples’ league.

’73
Duffie Adelson ’73 retired in 2015 from Merit
School of Music after 33 wonderful years while
remaining with Merit as a life trustee. She also
serves on the boards of Chicago High School for
the Arts, the Chicago Philharmonic Society, the
National Guild for Community Arts Education
and the Lawrence University Alumni Association.
Duffie says her Lawrence years continue to
inspire her life and work.
Debby Anderson ’73 is living in Steilacoom,
Wash., with an unobstructed view of Puget
Sound and the Olympic Mountains. She
continues to compose music—with about 30 of
her pieces published—and last year, saw three
world premieres. Free-time pursuits include
traveling, painting, and spending time with her
four children.

Annette Archambeau Brower ’73 retired
from a family practice clinic and has accepted
a part-time appointment with the faculty of
medicine of the University of British Columbia.
She plays violin in an orchestra and chamber
groups. Annette enjoys traveling to visit a friend
in Green Bay—for a brandy old-fashioned,
commiseration about the Packers, and laughter
about temperature and mosquitos.

Betsy Comstock Humphrey ’73 considers
retirement more of a wonderful vacation than
a slowing down of life. She and her husband
enjoy their grandchildren and a good deal of
travel. Betsy needs “every snippet (and more)
of science” she took at Lawrence in her service
as the community representative on a Case
Western Reserve committee dealing with medical
research.

Marcia Beale Will-Clifton ’73 retired from
the National Park Service in 2017 and, after
10 years in southeast Colorado, she and her
husband, Alan, returned to their permanent
home in Loveland, Colo. Marcia’s a volunteer
for the Santa Fe National Historic Trail, doing
outreach and advocacy for the National Scenic
and Historic Trails.

Augie Fosu ’73 is retired from his position at
the United Nations, a continuation of service in
international organizations following more than
two decades of teaching at U.S. universities. He
currently teaches at the University of Ghana,
is “Extraordinary Professor” at the University of
Pretoria, South Africa, and serves on a number of
academic journals’ editorial boards. One of his
three sons, Kofi, attended Lawrence.

Nancy Boston ’73 retired from teaching at
Mansfield University in 2015 and is back in
Wisconsin. She still does a lot of piano-playing
and helps out with accompaniments at the
University of Wisconsin - Stevens Point. Nancy
recalls a wonderful trip last summer with Duffie
Adelson ’73 and Stan Kingsley Day ’73 to see
Marjory Irvin, their music theory prof at LU.
Debby Burns Fox ’73 and Jeff Fox ’72 call
Dahlonega, Ga., home. Both retired, they feel
blessed to be able to see their four children and
their grandchildren more frequently. Jeff’s recently
been involved with the Lawrence University
Alumni Association board, the Banta Bowl
campaign and LU’s alumni ambassador interview
program. Debby says her Lawrence experience,
even after all these years, can be summarized in
one word: relationships.
Louis Butler ’73 practices law with DeWitt Ross
& Stevens in Brookfield, Wis., serves as an AAA
arbitrator and teaches at the National Judicial
College. He and his wife enjoy spending time
with their six grandchildren. Louis recalls many
aspects of his Lawrence experience, including
the all-night reading room “where I had to catch
up at the end of each term.”
Paul Chicos ’73, married to Cathy Nixon ’74,
has worked since 1977 in the employee benefits
industry—currently as a senior executive with a
privately held firm. They live in the Philadelphia
area but also spend time in Sea Island, Ga., and
share a passion for traveling. Paul says their two
daughters are their greatest accomplishments.

Nancy Freeman Wallace ’73 is enjoying
retirement by traveling, keeping in touch with
family and friends and doing volunteer work,
including serving on the board of her church. She
and her husband, Jim, enjoy their children and
grandchildren, including their newest grandchild:
the “cutest baby in the world.” In March 2017,
Nancy joined Linda Laarman ’73 and others in
a Lawrence-sponsored, eye-opening trip to Cuba.
Sue Harman ’73 reports that retirement has
been productive. She likes living in a college
town, Iowa City, relishing the opportunities it
provides, but also thinks how nice it would be
to be closer to a Major League Baseball city –
having enjoyed the Cubs’ World Series victory
immensely. She has fond memories of Lawrence,
including her fabulous 3rd floor Ormsby room
and Cokes at the Union.
Bill Humleker ’73 and his family have called
Flat Rock, N.C., home for 35 years. He’s retired
but busy and “primarily a grandfather,” known to
his grandsons as “Buzzy.” (Bill wanted “Buzzard.”)
He also writes a column for one of the local
newspapers. Bill’s a proud Lawrentian and looks
forward to seeing everyone in June.
Nancy Johnson Russell ’73 retired from parish
ministry. She and her husband also downsized,
moving from Wausau, Wis., to their lake home
near Manitowish Waters. They’ve found many
opportunities for volunteering, learning and other
interests. They frequently travel to Minnesota to
spend time with children and grandchildren.

Linda Laarman ’73 lives in downtown
Milwaukee after several years in Door County and
before that, a few decades in the Washington,
D.C., area. She credits Marina Spheeris Krejci
’72 for not just being a great movie and theater
pal but teaching her what’s what in Milwaukee.
Linda’s retired from law practice and enjoys
travel, cooking and other pursuits.
Kristen Olson Lahner ’73 and Ron Lahner ’73
may be Lawrence’s only alumni in Coeur d’Alene,
Idaho, where Ron serves as general counsel for
Kootenai Health, and Kristen volunteers with
several organizations. Kristen also serves on
the board of the Lawrence University Alumni
Association. “Their door is open to Lawrence
friends,” and they look forward to the reunion.
Ken Melchert ’73 considers Lawrence lifechanging: preparing him for a career in business,
although he never had a single business or
finance class, and leading him indirectly to his
wife, Rebecca. Ken says, “I certainly want to pay
it forward for another generation to have the
same opportunity.”
Laura Mueller Just ’73 and her husband, Don,
are retired and have been living in the mountains
of western North Carolina since they married in
2009. They enjoy gardening and exploring Blue
Ridge communities but also getting away to
Mesa, Ariz., for a couple of months in the winter.
Laura’s looking forward to Wisconsin in June.
Cindy Percak ’73 lives in Racine, Wis., after 34
years of public library work in Chicago. Cindy
reflects on the opportunities Lawrence provided
her—among them, an English major taking a
chemistry course, singing in the concert choir
and the London Center. In 2002, Cindy founded
the Arabesque Foundation for Arab Culture.
Sara Quandt ’73 and her husband, Tom
Arcury, are professors at Wake Forest School of
Medicine in Winston-Salem, N.C., but in phased
retirement, allowing them plenty of time for
travel. Sara’s pleased that they’ve been able to
endow a fund to support Lawrentians exploring
public health careers; meeting the recipients and
hearing about their experiences is a highlight of
Lawrence visits.
Connie Betzer Roop ’73 and Peter Roop
’73 continue to write children’s books. The
newest is Maine Lighthouse ABC. They’re
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proud of their children and children-in-law,
who perform important work in Kenya, England
and Washington State. They travel extensively,
especially to Stonington, Maine, where the Roop
family has a home.
Peter Russell ’73 retired in 2017 from a
36-year career as an architect, based in St.
Louis but working in 22 states and two foreign
countries. In his free time, he’s built furniture and
three houses, and he’s now planning a lakeside
cottage in the Wisconsin north woods. He enjoys
keeping up with Lawrence friends, including an
annual Thanksgiving get-together with several
friends and their children.
Anne Skinner Glad ’73 has engaged in a variety
of careers: teaching, working as a geologist,
managing rental property, training refugees and
economically disadvantaged people, serving
clients of a national accounting firm . . . and now
self-employment, continuing to serve clients. She
and husband Stan also pursue several outdoor
and indoor interests and, for many years, have
hiked the mountains of British Columbia and
Alberta.
Myra Soifer ’73 seems “incapable of
retirement,” having been a rabbi for many
years in Reno, Nev., getting called back after her
first retirement from her temple there, and then
splitting time between Reno and a stint as a
seasonal rabbi on Sanibel island, off the Florida
coast. More recently, she’s begun a 27-month
assignment for the Peace Corps in Panama.
Besides all that, she salsa-dances.
Anne Sturgeon Frenchick ’73 reflects on a year
that’s included changes to her home, dealing
with husband Ted’s cancer treatment (and getting
a clean bill of health after chemo) and caregiving
for her mother. Anne’s excited about a prereunion trip she and Ted are taking to Tanzania,
to engage in a service project and see wildlife.
Jerry Wentland ’73 is retired from 33 years
with Social Security. He’s lived since 1978 in
New York, engaging in volunteer work, cultural
attractions and exciting travels. He and his
partner, Jean Paul, spend the summer in the
State of Maine, hiking and biking in Acadia. Jerry
enjoyed his experience at Lawrence, particularly
the Slavic department and trip.
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Dan Wiessner ’73 writes of recent backpacking
experiences with ’73 buddies Rob Lindquist,
Bill Gruetzmacher, Tony Welhouse, Dave
Rogers, Steve Holmgren and George Wyeth.
Long-distance biking and hiking, as well as time
with his family, are among Dan’s other pursuits.
He retired in July 2011 from a 30-year career
with Northwestern Mutual in Milwaukee and
Chicago.
Bonnie Wisth DeVore ’73 retired from 21 years
in community action. She and her husband,
Wayne, recently welcomed their first grandchild.
While they make their home in Park Rapids,
Minn., being “more than a bit crazy” and falling
in love with “Big Sky Country” are driving them to
build a winter home in central Montana.

’74
Debbie Busch ’74 is semi-retired from the
Language Policy Office, California Department of
Education, allowing her more time to play oboe,
though she continues to teach International
Studies in Monterey, Cal. She and husband Peter
Lemberg attended the Double Reed Society
conference held at Lawrence in 2017 and have
two sons, both also living in California.
Patrick Cunningham ’74 has been teaching
and practicing acupuncture in the Boston area
for 30 years, specializing in orthopedics and
craniofacial disorders. Patrick speaks Chinese
and occasionally plays guitar.
Jan Daniels Quinlan ’74 values the friendships
she made at Lawrence as a student and with
alumni and faculty while working in LU’s alumni
office. Since 2010, Jan has worked as Executive
Director of Friends of Appleton Public Library.
She and husband Dennis Quinlan ’74 spend
much of their free time traveling to visit their
three sons living in Philadelphia, Minneapolis
and Germany, where their only two grandchildren
live.
Hope Davis Preston ’74 plans to retire as the
Lower School librarian at Gill St. Bernard’s in
June. She and husband Norm look forward to
building a house in Portland, OR, on property
they have owned for 35 years. They have two
sons both living in the San Francisco Bay area.
John Draheim ’74, though retired, still calls
Appleton home. He and wife Marge travel the

country in their RV while volunteering around the
country: for a Georgia state park excursion train,
giving tours of an Oregon coast lighthouse, and
helping to build a float for the Rose Bowl parade.
They have also traveled throughout the world
geocaching through it all.
David Duperrault ’74, after having practiced
commercial and real estate finance law for
forty years, is aligning his work to his values by
making an impact on climate change, clean
energy, energy efficiency, and zero emissions
transportation. He and wife Jane travel and relax
on the Monterey Peninsula and in the Sierra
Nevada by walking, swimming and biking. They
hope to attend the reunion.
Brian Farmer ’74 remembers his “crazy times”
at Lawrence living in Brokaw, going to Eningen
and Munich and running cross country. Since
leaving LU, Brian lived in three US cities and
spent two decades living overseas before
returning to Appleton in 2000, where he now
works as a freelance writer. Brian has taken up
competitive power walking, never placing lower
than fourth!
Barb Goodman Holtz ’74 will finally be retiring
this spring after spending the past 35 years
working for nonprofit agencies specializing
in creating, training and managing programs
dealing with the identification and prevention
of child abuse and neglect. Barb will continue
volunteering, and she and husband Pete will
travel more and spend time with their four
children and five grandchildren.
Elizabeth Grayhack ’74 and husband Eric
Phizicky are both doing research and teaching at
the University of Rochester Medical School. Over
the past seven years they have spent time biking
with friends in France, the Netherlands, Vietnam
and Cambodia. They enjoy entertaining family,
especially their two sons: one, a grad student
in Tucson; the other living with his wife in
New Haven.
Karen Hettinger ’74 retired in August 2016 after
29 years as a member of the Freiburg Theater
Opera Chorus. Karen and her husband continue
to plan, write, and direct school musicals for
students, grades 5-12, who participate without
having to audition. Over the past 13 years, they
have produced 11 plays with a 12th on the way.

40th Reunion—Class of 1978 (Photo credit: M. C. Kinney Photography)

Kathy Krull ’74 lives in San Diego exploring
matters that interest her and writing books about
them, while enjoying music on the side. Kathy
has a husband, two stepdaughters and two
grandchildren and “no retirement in sight.” This
year she will have books published about Lewis
Carroll, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Neil deGrasse
Tyson, and famous brothers and sisters in history.
Jeff Martin ’74 lives and practices
Environmental Law in McLean, Virginia, with
wife Anne but visits the Twin Cities often, closely
following all the Minnesota sports teams. They
have two children, both residing in Virginia.
Jane McGroarty Schneider ’74 and Greg
Schneider ’73 live, play and work together,
without going “nuts” in their independent
consulting firm, Schneider Consulting. They
provide executive coaching, team-building and
strategic planning facilitation to leaders. Both
Jane and Greg stated that their relationship is a
source of delight and energy as are their son and
daughter and their families.
Jacque Nixon DenUyl ’74 and Bruce DenUyl
’74, though not quite retired, are pursuing
their bucket list of travels, including Africa and
Antarctica last year. Bruce is a serious amateur

photographer and both have taken up golf and
are avid skiers. They now live in Telluride, Col., but
still have a cabin in northern Wisconsin, and they
return to the Chicago area and Michigan often.
Brad Powers ’74 retired after 37+ years in the
professional business world. He fondly looks
back on his life at Lawrence especially “friends,
dorm life, sports and evenings spent in the Union
with a beer in hand.” He says he would not trade
his experience at LU for any other.
Susan Prohaska ’74 is still working full-time
at a small export management company. Sue’s
wife Claudia does massage therapy. Sue says
her hobbies include: wondering why she walked
into the kitchen, trying to go backwards when
watching Netflix or Amazon Prime and looking for
misplaced magazines and books. She is “loving
these golden years!”
Kitsie Roth Holcomb ’74 feels she now is
probably the happiest she has been in her life
despite some recent “hiccups” like losing a
brother and surviving thyroid cancer. She still
is active in rowing and does fund development
to support the YWCA of Delaware’s mission of
empowering women and eliminating racism.

Kitsie says her house is the hub for family
gatherings as is their cottage in Shell, WI, during
the summer.
Chris Sheldon ’74 fondly remembers the quirky
life of off-campus living with his Lawrence friends
at Lodge I and Lodge II. He plans to attend
Reunion Weekend and hopes to see many of
those friends there.
Ruth Sherwood Sadasivan ’74 received a grad
degree in violin performance after leaving LU and
has played with the Grand Rapids Symphony,
Kansas City Chamber Orchestra and the Kansas
City Civic Orchestra. Ruth’s first love is teaching,
so she continues to teach private violin lessons
to 40 students. Ruth is an avid baseball and KC
Royals fan.
Linda Stieve Welch ’74 began her overseas
experiences at the U.S. Embassy in Belgium in
1974 and spent the next 16 years working at
the U.S. Embassies in Brussels, Tehran, Dublin,
Yaounde (Cameroon), Beijing, Pretoria, Manila,
and Vienna. Now retired, she still trains foreign
service officers. Her hobbies include glass fusing,
pottery, wine tasting, and volunteering.
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Brent Erensel, still in Manhattan, is COO and
chief evangelist for acai with Acai of America,
a rapidly growing importer of the Brazilian
superfruit. Son Pearce is selling encryption
security. Hunter is a negotiator for National Debt
Relief. Esme is majoring in Russian and French
at Muhlenberg College.
Cindy Estlund and husband Sam Issacharoff
continue enjoying teaching at NYU School of Law
and living in Manhattan with their dog. Cindy’s
book on China’s labor unrest and labor reform
came out in 2017, and she is now researching
automation and job loss. Daughter Jess is
finishing her dissertation in literature and son
Lucas is a litigator in Manhattan, getting married
in July.
Steve Geisheker moved to the West Coast
after graduation, getting his MBA at Berkeley.
Steve retired five years ago after management
positions at Apple and other start-up companies.
He and wife Kathy have been married for 32
years, with two grown children. They are enjoying
lots of traveling. He has volunteered with
homeless and foster kids for 18 years.
25th Reunion—Class of 1993 (Photo credit: Ken Cobb)

Tom Stewart ’74 and wife Lori call Titusville,
FL, home and have experienced two major
hurricanes in the past few years, one while Tom
was consulting in Hawaii for the Honolulu Board of
Water Supply and the Navy. Tom then retired and
now spends his time traveling with his wife and
silver lab and enjoying his house, car and kids.
Carol Stoneman Dibble ’74 retires early in
2018 after 22 years of working in compliance in
the 401(k) business. Carol hopes to ramp up her
volunteering, gardening, and her time at the gym,
also taking classes without tests or grades at
Kent State. Over the past year Carol has taken a
Rhine cruise and visited DC with others from the
Class of ’74. A first grandchild will be welcomed
this May.

’78
Dee Amaden and husband Soy Uckung live in
the Bay Area, with son Thomas nearby in San
Francisco. Since retiring from a career as a
federal regional communications manager, Dee
divides time between family, fitness, fun and
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volunteering for the Rosie the Riveter/World War
II Home Front National Park and its nonprofit
partner.
Mark Breseman returned to Lawrence in
1997 as director of Björklunden, after getting
his graduate degree and running a nature
center. He now also heads Lawrence’s Alumni
and Constituency Engagement office. Wife
Jane Hillstrom owns a public relations firm
and recently hired daughter Abby (Lake Forest
College ’12). Son Adam Breseman ’14 works
for a start-up in Chicago. Mark looks forward to
reconnecting at our 40th Reunion!
Maria Kaiser Dietrich is still trying to do too
many jobs: piano teacher at home and at Ripon
College; accompanist for Ripon College choirs;
church musician; and executive director of the
Thrasher Opera House in Green Lake. She and
husband Kurt Dietrich ’73 are looking with
envy at friends who’ve taken the plunge into
retirement!

Brian DuVall and wife Ann Stake Duvall ’80,
recently moved to a beautiful old house in
Pitman, N.J., and welcomed their first grandson.
Brian is president and CEO of the Center for
Aquatic Sciences at Adventure Aquarium, a
not-for-profit education, youth development
and research organization. Daughter Kiely is a
reading specialist in Haddon Heights, N.J., and
Molly is a wildlife biologist near Naples, Fla.
Chris Siewert Edgecomb is loving life right now.
Single. Looking towards retirement. Thankful
for an insurance career of nearly 40 years. She
rescued a wonderful 8-year-old Shih Tzu named
Cody, a great addition to her crazy life, she says!
She’s looking forward to Reunion!
Jeff Edwards is counting down to retirement
in 2021 from his career as an obstetrician. His
daughter is currently a world traveler, and his
son is in fashion in New York City. Neither life is
his ideal retirement model, so he hopes to query
everyone at Reunion for winning ideas.

Basil Georgiadis retired from the Air Force ten
years ago, and is living in Richmond, Va., with a
13-year-old daughter and 18-year-oldson. He’s
back in the classroom teaching middle school
Spanish, and says it is one of the more fun
things he’s done and it keeps him going. He’s
looking forward to the reunion!
Dominique Frigo Geraghty writes it is a busy
time for her and husband Peter. Their youngest
son Peter Geraghty ’19 is a junior at Lawrence.
Their daughter is getting married this spring, and
their oldest son is engaged. Henry Geraghty
’16 recently released a recording and sings and
composes beautifully! She’s still working and
still singing.
Mike Hoerig asks: Who remembers studying in
the Conservatory, 1974-78? Who remembers
graduating in June 1978? I married a
Lawrentian, Class of 1979 in 1977. Sad to say,
we are now divorced.
T.C. Hsi (aka Jan Yee) retired from Cisco
Systems in January but will continue consulting.
He worked in corporate social responsibility and
STEM education. He was also director of the
Leadership Institute at the Business School of

Peking University. He has a new son, a daughter
in 6th grade, and two grown sons. They recently
settled in Sydney, Australia.

enjoying cooking for family and friends, reading,
and swimming. There may be a cookbook in her
future.

Thanks to the strong dollar Charlie Kron took
a trip to London with his sons, meeting up with
Nancy Patton Woods at the National Gallery.
Afterwards, a quick dinner and a pint at the
Lamb and Flag. Great time of course, and all too
brief.

Mary O’Donnell is married with four beautiful
daughters and is practicing law in Chicago.
An incurable romantic, she enjoys the theater,
gardening, and travel, including a trip to Vietnam
in 2002 when she adopted her fourth daughter.
She sends greetings to friends from Plantz,
Kohler, Cooke House, Sabin House, 533 1/2 N.
Durkee, and those folks on Eldorado!

Steve Kumbalek officially retired in February
2017, so he and Betsy Kortenhof Kumbalek
split time between Houston and Blanco, Texas,
planning to move to Blanco permanently. Son
Mike Kumbalek ’13 completed an M.S. in 2015
and is a geologist in Oklahoma City. Daughter
Katie Kumbalek ’19 is eagerly anticipating
graduating so she can put Wisconsin winters in
the past. They would welcome visitors and are
looking forward to Reunion.
Beth Trompeter Major is thrilled and
grateful to have retired from singing and as
tenured Associate Professor of Voice at Adrian
College! Former students include a tenor in the
original Broadway cast of Hamilton. She and
husband Tim are living the dream in Northern
Michigan near Sleeping Bear Dunes, crosscountry skiing, racing, coaching.
Doug Marshall and Mary Thome Marshall
’79 live in Sun Prairie, Wis. Mary is finishing
her 30th year in the Department of Surgery at
the University of Wisconsin and Doug continues
to merchandise commodities for United
Cooperative. Daughter Liz Marshall ’09, a
lawyer, was married in June. Sam (Macalester
’13) works in high tech in New York. Aside from
work, they enjoy travel, biking, theater, cooking,
book clubs, political activism, volunteering, and
family.
Dan Matic and wife Barb have been married for
over 30 years, and have two beautiful, married
daughters, Julie and Samantha. Julie’s expecting
a baby boy this March. Dan has spent over 32
years in the software sales business in Chicago,
and is an avid fitness enthusiast and baker. They
also foster puppies and dogs.
Penny Sheaffer Miller is a retired executive
chef living in St. Paul, Minn., with husband
Hokan Miller ’75. An early proponent of farmto-table initiatives, Penny had her own café and
later worked in the natural foods industry. She’s

Mike Powers and wife Teri have spent more
than 30 years in Fairbanks, Alaska, working and
raising a family that is now scattered to the four
winds. Mike spent 10 years as CFO and 20 as
CEO of Fairbanks Memorial Hospital, and served
on the University of Alaska Board of Regents.
He’s now CEO of a large clinic and looking
forward to Reunion.
After 29 years as a school speech-language
pathologist, Linda Sheffler retired in 2016,
allowing time to volunteer, work on her Spanish
and learn to play Balinese music with the
community gamelan at Lawrence, a joy and
challenge. John Thompson ’77 is also retired,
allowing for travel, camping, and visiting their kids.
Mary Reed Spencer and husband Andrew left
Atlanta after two decades for a new home and
new jobs in Baton Rouge, La. Both are now at
the Episcopal School of Baton Rouge, where
Mary is dean of students. Their two children are
grown, one in grad school and another working in
San Francisco.
Irene Ang Strohbeen left Kimberly-Clark in
2008 after 28 years in product and technology
management, allowing her to become a
successful consultant. She and husband Dave
have two sons living in Madison. Irene serves on
the LUAA and nonprofit boards and committees,
including the League of Women Voters, the
Women’s Fund, and a local businesswomen’s
group.
Wendy Watson and husband Mike Fogel
’79 work for Kemsley Academy in Panshan,
China, east of Beijing, where Wendy teaches
Theater Arts/ESL. This American-run boarding
school works to fuse the best of American-style
education with Chinese culture. Two sons are
living in Beijing.
LAWRENCE

53

ALUMNI TODAY

ALUMNI TODAY
Most Valuable Professional (MVP) award for her
involvement in Microsoft’s Yammer communities.
She is a member of the Society of Children’s
Book Writers and Illustrators. She lives in
Milwaukee with her husband, Dave, and their
guinea pig, Teddy.
Benjamin C. Campbell ’97 and Sarah Johnson
Campbell ’97 wish they could tell you about
all their crazy adventures traveling around the
world, but in actuality, they lead a lovely life in
Appleton with their four children. Ben continues
to work at Lawrence and Sarah is a pediatrician
in Appleton. They do find their way around
various parts of the country and many corners of
Northeastern Wisconsin they didn’t know existed
with their children’s growing sporting events.
Zachary M. French ’97 married Jessica in
May of 2016, and together they raise Jessica’s
two beautiful daughters: Emma (16) and
Abby (11), and Zachary’s son, Ian (12). All
are musicians, and they are gently coaxing the
eldest to put LU on her college short list! After
over a decade of work in the Artistic Planning
Department at the Indianapolis Symphony
Orchestra, Zachary decided to shift gears and
now serves as the Director of Communications
and Artist Advancement at the International
Violin Competition of Indianapolis. Wishing all
his fellow Lawrentians best wishes in 2018 and
beyond.

20th Reunion—Classes of 1997, 98, 99 (Photo credit: Ken Cobb)

Leslie Bellows Weinberger and husband
Marc Weinberger ’77 live in Madison with dog
Toby. Leslie volunteers with Bhutanese refugee
families. She also learned to knit in late 2016
and loves it for its meditative and creative
qualities. Marc recently retired and they hope
travel will be part of their upcoming adventures.
Nancy Patton Wood continues to feel the
impact of the sudden and unexpected death
in 2015 of classmate and dear friend Mary Jo
Howarth Noonan. Nancy’s been editor of Living
Woods Magazine, a small quarterly for private
owners of woodlands managed in traditional
British fashion. Retirement and time with stepgrandchildren is next since husband Graham
has left The Times (London) after 30 years. Son
William is studying in Sweden this year.
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Beth Scholten Woodruff has been in the
Nashville area for 32 years, uses “ya’ll” and
knows how to make grits and biscuits right.
She and Woody have four kids and two young
grandchildren spread from New York to Colorado.
She retired last year from nursing at a pediatric
clinic, and now works with local community
theater, volunteers, and travels.
Janet Aronberg Hersh and husband Stuart have
been married over 30 years. Home is Wilmette,
Ill. Janet does some freelance consulting, tutoring
and volunteer work, while Stuart remains with
the EPA. They enjoy relaxing in Longboat Key,
Fla., and Whitewater, Wis., traveling, and visiting
their three adult children in New York City and
Indianapolis.

’97
In January 2017, Rebecca Grendysa Benishek
’97 made a dream come true by becoming an
author! What’s at the End of Your Nose? is a
children’s story starring a very bored Sidney
Snail. Dr. Guinea Pig George followed closely
after and is about a guinea pig who really does
think he’s a doctor. Both books are available in
Kindle and full-color paperback editions. More
children’s books are on the way as well as some
adult fiction. She just passed five years at the
Crisis Prevention Institute in Milwaukee. She
develops strategies for social media campaigns,
manages several online communities, slices
and dices analytics, speaks at conferences,
and manages a social media intern. This year
she was happy to receive her second Microsoft

Natalee R. Hartwig ’97 is a nurse-midwife
working as Lead Clinician at Planned Parenthood
of Wisconsin. She received a master’s of nursing
from Marquette University in 2006. She married
Layla Merrifield on the day the same-sex
marriage ban was overturned, June 6, 2014.
They live in Madison, WI, with their 7-year-old
child, Gus.
E. Megan Marshall ’97 is enjoying life in the
Chicago suburbs with her two lovely teenage
daughters. She teaches choir and general music
at Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School, where
she has developed a choir of nearly 100 third
through eighth grade students over the past
two years. She has enjoyed serving as Director
of Music at Palos Park Presbyterian Community
Church for the last seven years.
Anne-Marie Jackelen Nickel ’97 and R. Paul
Nickel II have been consistent in their life and

activities since their last reunion. Anne-Marie
will have completed her 16th year of teaching
chemistry to nursing and engineering students
at the Milwaukee School of Engineering,
where she also serves as the NCAA Faculty
Athletic Representative. Paul celebrated his
twentieth year at Accenture, consulting at
several companies in financial services and
healthcare. They live in Wauwatosa, WI, and
stay busy transporting their two sons, Richie
(age 12) and Grant (age 9), to their various
activities. Whenever they can, they escape to
their lake home in West Bend, WI, for waterskiing,
swimming and quiet family time.
Jessica L. Ritzke ’97 has been living in
Madison, WI, since 2003 and has been
employed by the same company almost that
whole time, but in different capacities. Currently
she works as a Business License Researcher.
Since the last reunion, she became a condo
owner and has expanded her travels to include
overseas destinations. So far she has been to
Sweden, Germany, Greece, Great Britain and
Ireland. She is still a TV/movie junkie, always
in the middle of a book, enjoys visiting friends
and family often, and has many hobbies to keep
her busy—most recently ballroom dancing and
stand-up paddle boarding.
Sarah E. Schott ’97 lives in Whitefish Bay,
WI, with her husband, Brian King, and their
two boys, Noah (10) and Ethan (12). She is
the chief compliance officer for Northwestern
Mutual and enjoys both the people and the work.
Brian started a custom woodworking business
in late 2017 after 14 years of teaching and
administration at the Milwaukee Jewish Day
School. The world of business start ups has
offered a great opportunity for learning for both
of them! She loved coming back to campus
regularly over the past few years as a member of
the LU Board of Trustees. Her family has gotten
in on some of the action too, with an orchestra
concert and other campus events. She is looking
forward to catching up with fellow Lawrentians at
Reunion in June!
Hyunkack Son ’97 is still living in Stockholm,
Sweden, working as a head of product directors
at LG Electronics Nordic AB with business
territories in Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Finland,
and Iceland. It’s been four years since he came
here, and it seems he will be here at least

two more years. Give him a call when you visit
Stockholm.
Catherine S. Walby ’97 continues to teach
piano at the Lawrence Academy of Music and
Conservatory. One of her students competed in
a Madison concerto competition where she ran
into Darcy Kind ’97 while she was volunteering
for the event. Travels take her regularly to
her sister’s (Joan Walby Olson ’00) organic
vegetable farm, where she gets to be an auntie
during the height of the busy season. Summer
2017 brought a mini-reunion with friends,
celebrating Mark Breseman’s ’78 20th year
at Björklunden.
Mr. Christopher E. Wogaman’s ’97 latest
Lawrence-influenced endeavor has been
transcribing the letters of Simon Mills and sons
to his son/their brother who emigrated in 1855
to America. These sixteen letters (procured on
eBay), written from 1856-1895, reflect the daily
lives of residents of Stradbroke and Harleston,
Suffolk, England. Simon was a shoemaker, who
educated himself and his children in an era
when such education was not widely available.
As part of this project, he has located and
corresponded with Simon’s 3rd-great-grandson,
and will soon reunite the actual letters with him.

’98
Class of 1998 across America! Let’s catch up
with our classmates in a trip across the map of
the continental U.S.A.
We start in Maine (Portland), where we find
Melissa Sattin Das ’98 and her husband
Subrata (’95) busy with their two sons who are
in the 5th and 8th grades. Melissa, who had
always been interested in the healthcare industry
since her time at Lawrence, has been building
on her career for the past several years as a
programmer analyst at a behavioral healthcare
organization, supporting two EHR systems
and a payroll, finance, and Human Resources
system. During that job she decided to pursue a
Masterof Science in Health Informatics to delve
deeper into healthcare data reporting. Recently,
she has been working as a Systems Analyst
for MaineHealth, writing reports to support
the network of hospitals, focusing on hospital
billing, admissions and discharges, and health
information management and continuing her
LAWRENCE
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education. In her free time she enjoys watching
their boys compete at swim meets, traveling,
playing piano, and being with family and friends!
We move on to upstate New York (Syracuse)
where we find Reverend Sunshine Snider Wolfe
(’98) serving the May Memorial Unitarian
Universalist Society as Interim Minister after a
move from St. Louis, MO.
A quick trip down to the city (New York), and we
find Suhel L. Kanuga ’98 serving as the CFO
for I-AM Capital Acquisition Company and I-AM
Capital Partners LLC.
A swift day trip to Maryland (Rockville), and we
spy Katherine Fritzsche Lemery ’98! Katherine
earned a master’s degree in art history from
George Washington University following her time
at Lawrence and worked for the Smithsonian
Institution and National Gallery of Art for fifteen
years before becoming a stay-at-home mom
and writer. In 2005, she married her husband,
Steven, and they have three kids together
(James, b. 2008; Marc, b. 2010; Rebecca
b. 2013). Her short stories and essays have
appeared in the Washington Post, Motherwell
Magazine, Fiction Writers Review, and elsewhere!
She is finishing her first novel, which combines
her love of literature and art.
A short drive down the beautiful eastern shore
of the mid-Atlantic coast lands you at the
doorstep of Kerry Kruk ’98, in Norfolk, Virginia!
After graduate school (Eastern Virginia Medical
School, Class of 2004, Master of Science in Art
Therapy), she set out across the Tidewater area
to forge a career in mental health. Kerry began
as an in-home therapist working with families in
this region and gained credentials as a Board
Certified Art Therapist and a Certified Substance
Abuse Counselor. She engaged in a lot of public
speaking opportunities presenting about art
therapy and her thesis work all over the country
(California, Virginia, Wisconsin) and globally
(Reykjavik, Iceland). She moved into a position
with the City of Virginia Beach as a clinician
at a crisis stabilization and detoxification unit
until obtaining a license as a Professional
Counselor. In that time she also published her
master’s thesis [Kruk, K.A., Aravich, P.F., Deaver,
S.P, & deBeus, R. 2014. Comparison of Brain
Activity During Drawing and Clay Sculpting: A
Preliminary qEEG Study. Art Therapy: Journal of
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American Art Therapy Association (31)2]. She is
currently working as the Team Lead of the Human
Rights Coordinators within Continuous Quality
Improvement, a division of the City of Virginia
Beach Human Services Department. She also
continues to work at Eastern Virginia Medical
School in the Art Therapy and Counseling
Program as Adjunct Faculty, she continues
publishing, and also works in private practice
as an Art Therapist in Virginia Beach. She is
avidly involved in sketch and improv comedy
and performs regularly at the Push Comedy
Theater in the arts district of Norfolk, VA. Kerry
and her boyfriend, Remus, live in Norfolk where
they garden, build, create, do comedy, and take
care of their rescues: Pippa (the Old English
Sheepdog), and Aries (the black Lab).
Heading further south to Georgia we
find Dr. Anumeha Kumar ’98 who, despite
her thoughts to remain a professional student
after LU, is now practicing in a North Atlanta
community hospital. She had finished her
fellowship training in Vascular Surgery in 2013
in Philadelphia, PA. Anu loves her job and adds
that working in a good medical community helps.
Anu is married and she and her husband have
a daughter (7) who keeps them very busy! Their
family travels quite a bit and are working on
getting to all the continents. So far, the family
has been to 10 countries! Hopefully we’ll all
be able to catch up with Anu and her family’s
adventures at the upcoming LU Reunion!
Let’s move north and head into the Midwest,
where we find Mary McNamara Bernsten
’98 and Benjamin W. Bernsten ’97, who are
celebrating 17 years of marriage. They are
spreading their Lawrence Love to nieces and
nephews—two attend Lawrence to date and there
are probably a couple future Vikings under their
own roof! Mary is teaching art at Rockford’s
Keith Country Day School to junior and senior
high school students, while Ben is with Goodwill
of Northern Illinois as their Director of Retail and
General Counsel. Their oldest started high school
in the fall, with their second in 8th grade, and
younger brothers in 6th and 3rd. They mitigate
the insanity of a bustling family by serving on
multiple community boards, both public and
private: Rockford YMCA, County Forest Preserve,
school district committees, Rockford Water
Reclamation, Gigi’s Playhouse, and a local
community center. The Bernstens often reflect on
their time at Lawrence and the education they

obtained and how it positively impacted the way
they live their lives, educate their children and
stay connected in their community.
Continuing north into the tundra of Wisconsin,
we find Dr. Angela M. Bier ’98 and her
husband Dr. Jimmy Lee Kim in Franklin! After
drinking heavily for several weeks following the
2016 election, Angie has doubled down on her
efforts as community volunteer and organizer.
She has found time for this following giving
up the practice of medicine several years ago.
In addition to keeping busy as a professional
volunteer, she has been tinkering with writing.
She manages her husband and two daughters,
and also recently acquired a dog, a situation
that many thought would never happen, but she
appears to be mellowing in her old age. This past
fall found her taking a Björklunden seminar with
fellow alum, Sara (Juni) Vacek ’98, and she
highly recommends this diversion to anyone. The
place still felt as if it belonged just to her, and
1000 acres of Lake Michigan frontage in Door
County is nothing to be sneezed at.
We take a sharp left and head into Minnesota,
where our travels lead us to Heather Humbert
’98. Heather has been a Twin Cities resident
since 2004, following a four-year run as arts
retreat coordinator and junior/senior high drama
and speech coach in New York Mills, MN. Her first
decade in the Twin Cities was spent working in
investment banking before moving to her current
role as Executive Assistant at the Minneapolis
Institute of Art. She is mother to daughters
Lenea (11) and Saana (8), and 3 rescue cats:
Frank, Alex and Bill. She continues to make and
exhibit art, and also league bowls with fellow
classmates: Robb Asklof ’98, Ian McLellan ’98
and Lara (Weber) McLellan ’99.
Traipsing into beautiful Colorado we come upon
Nilmini Senanayake Hecox ’98 and Eric B.
Hecox ’98, who are loving life in Denver with
their two girls, Priya (12) and Meneka (10).
Eric is enjoying learning about commercial
development as Vice President of Operations
at Shea Properties while Nilmini is a residential
realtor with PorchLight Real Estate and loves
partnering with people during their home search.
They take full advantage of the mountains as a
family, skiing, hiking and camping whenever time
allows. A new family member, Scout, an adorable
Cavalier, completed the family last year!

We make it to the California coast with road
tunes blasting on our amazing trip to find Rachel
R. Beck ’98 in Oakland. After deciding to work
near academia rather than in it, she now works
literally across the street from UC Berkeley as a
church secretary by day and a writer by night. A
life change after a significant breakup two years
ago allowed Rachel to try out living in a co-op,
which she found to be pretty great! She found
a built-in social network and collection of hiking
buddies, an opportunity to cook with and for
other people, a sense of shared purpose, and
a way of making an impossible housing market
somewhat more affordable. If she’s not at work
or at home, she’s probably at choir, on a trail, or
taking pictures of public art.
Heading up the highway into Washington, we
complete our travels in Seattle where we find
Dr. Joseph T. Tennis ’98, Associate Professor
and Associate Dean for Faculty Affairs at the
Information School at University of Washington
in Seattle.

’99
The Class of ’99 has been busy!
Winston Black II and his wife, Emily Reiner,
welcomed their second son, Eliot Black, on
January 30, 2017. Winston lives in Worchester,
Mass., where he is an Assistant Professor of
Medieval History at Assumption College. Recent
publications include a textbook: John M. Riddle,
with Winston Black, A History of the Middle
Ages 300-1500, Second Edition and two books
expected in 2019.
Claire Breaux is in her 12th year as the lead
French teacher at a local high school in Houston,
Texas. She and her husband Dominic spend
summers traveling and have visited 19 countries
in the last five years.
Tara Shingle Buzash owns a fast-growing music
booking business called Sweet Harmony, serving
five Northeastern states.
Robb and Kari Cramer (’00) live in the Upper
Valley of New England (New Hampshire/
Vermont) with their three sons, Andrew (10),
Thomas (7) and Joseph (1). Robb is an
Associate Professor of Microbiology and
Immunology at the Dartmouth Geisel School
of Medicine in Hanover, New Hampshire. Robb
often takes current Lawrence students in his

laboratory as summer interns. Kari is active in
leadership positions in various outreach groups
in their school and faith communities and really
enjoys her community work.
Abram Doval lives in a house full of daughters,
animals, and musical instruments. In his spare
time, he is a software engineer.
Sarah Hunt completed an MBA with a
specialization in entrepreneurship at the
University of Minnesota Carlson School of
Management in December 2017. Sarah
continues to work for Thrivent, in a startup division (as start-up as you can be in a
100+-year-old organization) developing new
services for churches. After four years of the
work-school combo, she’s looking forward to
filling free time with relationships, service, and
maybe even some time at the piano.
Aaron Marrs and his wife, Melissa Jane,
continue to work at the Office of the Historian,
U.S. Department of State, currently writing on
the history of U.S. relations with countries in
Sub-Saharan Africa. Since 1861, the office has
published a series of documents on U.S. foreign
relations, and in 2015, Aaron co-authored a
history of that series. That book received the
2016 George Pendleton Prize from the Society
for History in the Federal Government for
the best book produced by a federal history
program.
Suzanne Murphy, her husband, Brian Jorgenson,
and big brother Owen welcomed the arrival of
Ula Mae Jorgenson on May 3, 2017. Suzanne
works as Senior Policy Aide to Minneapolis City
Council Member Andrew Johnson and is pursuing
a master’s in public administration from Hamline
University.
Leta Steffen lives in Madison with her husband
Tom, two very energetic boys, and a lovable dog.
By day, Leta’s a Senior Scientist in Scientific
Applications at Promega, which means she
is still in the lab playing with emerging
technologies, and occasionally traveling to teach
in support of Promega products. By night, she
mostly plays mom. Leta celebrated her 40th
birthday with a bouncy house party.
Leslie A. Vidas (FKA Leslie Marquardt Vidas) is
currently living in Kimberly, WI, and single, with
four children, ten grandchildren, and a wide
ranging career: retail management and sales,

and artist. Completed shows in Manhattan,
Green Bay, Kaukauna, and Appleton in the past
five years, participating with The Trout Museum
Biennial and annually in the Secura Show. Work
can be seen at Coventry Glassworks, www.
PortalWisconsin.org, and LeslieVidasArt on
Facebook.
Wendy Wegenke Berglund has been adjunct
voice faculty at North Central University for 14
years and is in her eighth year serving at Brasa
Premium Rotisserie in Minneapolis. She’s also
a proud member of Crossfit St. Paul. Wendy
enjoys walking her dog, gardening, selling thrifted
items on eBay and spending time with her 13
nieces and nephews. This past summer she and
her husband had a fun camping weekend in
Wisconsin with Gina Haugen ’99!

’08
Do you remember move-in day in September
2004? How about our first Freshman Studies
class? I remember these things, as well as
our 100 Days party in the VR, commencement
weekend activites, and so many things in
between. Some days, our time at Lawrence
feels like it was yesterday, but as the days go
on, it more often feels like a lifetime ago! In any
case, I couldn’t be more humbled to hear of
all the wonderful things the Class of 2008 has
accomplished personally, professionally, and for
our communities over the past ten years. I look
forward to seeing many of you at our Reunion
in June!
Last November, after five years with Door Country
Property Management, Joy (Manweiler)
Bastian started a new position with The Nature
Conservancy’s Northeast Wisconsin Project
Office as their Project Assistant. Joy also coaches
Cross Country and Track & Field at Gibraltar High
School and became the District 4 Representative
for the Wisconsin Cross Country Coaches
Association. This fall Joy dusted off her vocal
cords and sang with The Peninsula Singers.
Mallory Carl lives in Chicago (actual Chicago,
not the suburbs). She has been a financial
advisor with Edward Jones for three and a
half years and will be studying for her AAMS
designation in the coming months.
Carolyn Castonguay and husband, Nick,
welcomed a daughter, Claire, in August.
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Laura (Berger) and Russell Geisthardt live in
Sonoma County, California, with their two-yearold twins. Russell is a Metrologist at Keysight
Technologies. Laura works full-time raising the
twins and serves on the board at church and
a local non-profit. Thankfully the Geisthardts
came through the October fires in California
unscathed!
Emily Gonzalez works as the Archivist for
the Cambridge Historical Commission, the
historic preservation agency for Cambridge,
Massachusetts. After living in Boston for seven
years, Emily now lives in Somerville with her
boyfriend and their cat, June. A Minnesotan at
heart, Emily continues to struggle with aspects of
the Boston accent.
Teresa Hardison lives in Chicago. After earning
her CNA certificate, she decided to go back
to school for medical billing. Teresa should be
working in the new field in 2019.
Melanie Heindl completed a Master of Science
in Art Theory with an emphasis on Community
Counseling in 2012. She began her doctorate
at Mount Mary in 2016 and plans to finish in
2019. Melanie is an adjunct faculty member at
Mount Mary and works as the Clinical Consultant
for the Neurosequential Model of Therapeutics
with SaintA in Milwaukee. Melanie and her
fiance, Mike, are planning a 2018 wedding.
Anna (Suechting) and Evan Jacobson
welcomed a daughter, Mara McLane, on
March 13, 2017.
Mary (Gilling) Kaempen graduated with a
Master of Arts in Instructional Leadership
from Roosevelt University in December 2017.
In addition to teaching, Mary runs a team of
volunteers that demo games for Catalyst
Game Labs.
Mariel Koons moved to Minneapolis after
graduation where she worked at a law firm,
earned a paralegal certificate at Hamline
University, and got through her 20s with the
help of craft beer and Alison Bey. Having her
fill of Midwest winters, Mariel moved back to
Washington in 2015 to be closer to family. In
July 2017, Mariel married Aaron Deines. She
is an Intellectual Property Paralegal at a firm
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in downtown Seattle. Mariel has enjoyed many
international travel opportunities.
Alison Bey earned a master’s in Adult Education
and a teaching license. She works in the
field of adult basic education and vocational
education. She manages instructor professional
development and coordinates accreditation and
licensing requirements at a vocational school in
North Minneapolis. Alison volunteers teaching
adult refugees and immigrants English. Alison
and her husband are the proud adoptive parents
of a cat. They live in Minneapolis and spend
most of their time working on their fixer-upper,
enjoying the great outdoors, or checking out the
craft brewery scene.
Nathan Litt lives in downtown Appleton, just
a few blocks from campus. Nathan works for
a creative agency in Oshkosh and is involved
in quite a few groups and organizations in the
Fox Cities related to arts and culture and young
professional/leadership development. Many
weekends are spent up north relaxing and
enjoying the wood burning sauna he built this
past fall. Nathan is chairing our 10th Reunion
planning committee and looks forward to
seeing everyone!
After six years, Sarah (Mohrmann) ’08 and
Peter Maldonado ’06 have relocated from
Washington, DC, to Vancouver, WA, with their
18-month-old son, Oliver. Sarah began a new
position as a physician assistant in general
surgery, and Peter continues as a financial
analyst in renewable energy projects and as a
consultant for the U.S. Army.
Maria (Giere) and Stephen Marquis have
now been married for seven years, and recently
added a Golden Retriever, Ned, to the family.
They both work at an exciting startup called
Coda in the Silicon Valley. Maria has won several
excellence in acting awards, and has produced
over 20 audiobooks on Audible.
Gina Loverde Prokop is in her fifth year as an
editor at National Geographic School Publishing
in Chicago. A blind date eight years ago has led
to a happy marriage to a sixth grade teacher and
all-around goofball, Chris. They have filled their
home with pets and books but are most excited
to welcome a baby daughter in March 2018.

10th Reunion—Class of 2008 (Photo credit: Bill Kapinski)

Drew Ryan earned a master’s in student
personnel administration and a master’s in
library & information science. Drew is pursuing a
career as a content creator and digital influencer.
With his YouTube channel Drew’s Corner, Drew
talks about and reviews nerdy and geeky things,
movies, film trailers, and TV show episodes. Most
recently Drew has begun writing for Movie Pilot
and other online sources as a freelance wizard.
J Severson took a job with a museum software
company in 2014, moved to Milwaukee in
2015, and bought a house in the Bay View
neighborhood in 2016. He will marry his partner
of eight years, Rich Konshak, in summer 2018.

Trenton Streck-Havill moved to Washington,
DC, after receiving a second master’s degree in
library and information science. He now works at
the National Museum of Health and Medicine as
assistant archivist of the Otis Historical Archives.
Abigail Uselding spent time living in different
parts of the country, including Los Angeles and
Chicago, in the years after graduation. She
has had several pieces of poetry published in
different journals, mostly recently in a journal
entitled “And/Or.” Abigail is working on collecting
her first volume of poetry for publication and
has begun research for a novel. In June 2017,
Abigail married and, with her husband, moved
to Washington. Abigail is currently a teacher,
working with younger children.

After eight years living in Chicago working as
a music teacher, case manager, counselor for
LGBTQ youth experiencing homelessness and a
psychotherapist, Kimberly Vachon moved across
the country with her partner, Ian, and their cat,
Gatsby, to begin a Ph.D. program in Education at
UC-Santa Cruz. As a Midwest gal born and bred,
Kim found leaving behind an incredible support
system of friends and family to be quite the
transition but finds living walking-distance from
the ocean to have its perks.
Emily (Passey) Vieyra married Mike Vieyra
on July 15, 2017, in Milwaukee. They spent
the latter part of 2017 working on their first
investment property in the neighborhood of
Riverwest in Milwaukee.

Paris (Brown) Wicker is ready for 2018! In
addition to celebrating our 10-year Reunion in
June, this summer will mark Paris’s 10-year work
anniversary at Lawrence. As Associate Dean of
Students, Paris helps current students thrive
and successfully transition to and through the
Lawrence experience. Furthermore, Paris and her
husband, Roger, welcomed their first child earlier
this year.
Betsy Winter is pursuing her doctorate in higher
education and student affairs at the University of
Iowa. She and her husband, Matt Sulentic, live in
Cedar Rapids, IA, with their dogs, Max and Teddy.
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IN MEMORIAM

Lawrentians gather for the wedding of Chase ’14
and Skyler Nelson.

DECEASED ALUMNI

BACK ROW, LEFT TO RIGHT: Jeff Burgess P’14,
Mike Cullian P’15, Shane Cullian ’15, Martin
Borresen P’15’11, Andrew Borresen ’15, Brian
Gryszkiewicz ’14, Dan O’Mahoney ’14, Conor
Klusendorf ’13, Ryan DePouw ’15, Jamie Nikitas ’16

Juanita Jenson Nielsen ’40, Glen Rose, Texas,
January 3, 2018.
Robert F. Pedall ’40, Fort Myers, Fla.,
March 23, 2017.

MIDDLE ROW, LEFT TO RIGHT: Troy Miller
’16, Max Burgess ’14, Joanne Burgess P’14,
Stacey Cullian P’14, Karen Borresen P’15’11,
Bill Gryszkiewicz P’14, Mike Nelson P’14, Mark
Breseman ’78 P’14, John Siebert P’14, Chris
Siebert P’14, Abby Breseman, Adam Breseman ’14
FRONT ROW, SEATED FROM LEFT TO RIGHT:
Diane McLeod ’14, Scott Beauchamp ’13, Tyler
Crisman ’12, Chase Nelson ’14, Janell Nelson
P’14, Lori Gryszkiewicz P’14, Jane Hillstrom P’14,
Kim Siebert P’14

MARRIAGE AND UNIONS

BIRTHS

Brooke Miller Clarkson ’02 and Cameron
Clarkson, Reno, Nev., March 21, 2018

Emily Passey Vieyra ’08 and Mike Vieyra,
Milwaukee, Wis., July 15, 2017

Valeska Okragly Koch ’03 and Simon Koch,
Arden Hills, Minn., October 7, 2017

Emily Weinberg Wold ’08 and Brian Wold,
Minneapolis, Minn., September 30, 2017

Jodie Primus Zellmer ’04 and Adam Zellmer,
Milwaukee, Wis., November 11, 2017

Alison C. Blegen ’09 and Lucas A. Below ’10,
Cedarburg, Wis., November 4, 2017

Jaime Nodarse Barrera ’05 and Gustavo
Barrera, Corpus Christi, Texas, July 2, 2017

Edward L. Toussaint ’09 and Hillary K.
Reynolds, Los Angeles, Calif., August 12, 2017

Kimberly Stabile Calden ’08 and Joel Calden,
Natick, Mass., August 26, 2017

Yiwen Deng ’12 and Cody R. Black ’11,
Cary, N.C., September 30, 2017

Stephanie L. Coleman ’08 and David Schmitt,
Delafield, Wis., October 7, 2017

Ariana Flood Thelen ’12 and Tim Thelen,
Jackson, Mich., May 28, 2017

Robert H. Maas ’08 and Laura Maas,
Villa Park, Ill., June 10, 2017

Jackson C. Straughan ’17 and Margaret
Claire Straughan ’18, Heber City, Utah,
March 17, 2018

Grant C. Henderson ’02 and Kimberly,
Fort Lauderdale, Fla., a daughter,
Sloan Deborah, January 8, 2018
Robert J. Capecchi ’03 and Danielle,
Hyattsville, Md., a daughter, Elouise Mae,
March 19, 2018
Matthew R. Goeke ’03, Glen Ellyn, Ill.,
a daughter, Lydia, December 1, 2016

Dorothy Dewar Snyder ’40, River Forest, Ill.,
December 24, 2017.
Edith Jensen Farnham ’42, Suttons Bay, Mich.,
May 21, 2018.

Richard O. Sandow ’48, Goleta, Calif.,
February 27, 2018.

Leone Peters Tilly ’42, Goldsboro, N.C.,
March 23, 2018. Survivors include a nephew,
Timothy P. Melchert ’81; and a nephew,
Kenneth H. Melchert ’73.

Betty Frost Vuchetich ’48, Cadott, Wis.,
February 16, 2018.

Joan Glasow White ’42, Norfolk, Va.,
July 28, 2017.
Anne Gower Deming M-D’43, Kalamazoo, Mis.,
February 27, 2018. Survivors include a greatnephew, Michael D. Shiffler ’96.
Elyn L. Williams ’43, Madison, Wis.,
June 3, 2018.
Rosellen Bergmann Fortenbery ’44, Oak Ridge,
Tenn., May 18, 2018.
Natalie A. Ross M-D’44, Canandaigua, N.Y.,
April 26, 2018.

Jennifer Hair VanArsdale ’08 and Michael ’08,
Minneapolis, Minn., a son, Theodore Robert,
April 4, 2018

Barbara Everett Saving ’44, Minocqua, Wis.,
March 26, 2018. Survivors include a daughterin-law, Linda Scalcucci Saving ’70; and a son,
Peter E. Saving ’70.

Kelsey Fraleigh ’15 and Samuel E. Pierson,
a son, Basil R., October 14, 2017

Patricia Quinn Larkins ’45, Springfield, Va.,
October 19, 2017. Survivors include a sister,
Kathleen Quinn Matthiesen ’48; and a daughter,
Karen E. Larkins ’81.
Charlotte Jean Smith ’45, Irvine, Calif.,
March 9, 2018.

Lawrentians gather for the wedding of
Lucas Below ’10 and Alison Blegen ’09
BACK ROW LEFT TO RIGHT: Mitch Guenther ’10,
Cameron Blegen ’12, Stan Jablonski ’11
FRONT ROW LEFT TO RIGHT: Nick Dufficy ’09,
Jackie Dufficy ’09, Lucas Below ’10, Alison Blegen ’09,
Stephanie Kliethermes ’07, Audra Hazelberg ’09,
Tess Micke ’10, Derek Micke ’09
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Helen Leney McCully ’48, Oakland, Calif.,
December 12, 2017.
Suzanne Lebedeff Rasey ’48, Minocqua, Wis.,
February 17, 2018. Survivors include a niece,
Janet Watson O’Neil ’66; and a nephew, Michael
G. O’Neil ’65.

Nicholas L. Aschbrenner ’04 and Sarah,
St. Paul, Minn., a daughter, Ida Bernice,
January 4, 2018

Akina Schatzke Mirza ’09 and Tashfique ’11,
a son, Yavin, September 26, 2017

Mae Steffen Kastner M-D’48, Chesapeake, Va.,
August 10, 2017.

Joan Matravers Wason ’48, Empire, Mich.,
September 22, 2017. Survivors include a sister,
Faith Matravers Lewis ’46.
Mary Schultz Barham M-D’49, Kansas City,
Mo., April 30, 2018.
Joseph J. Biersteker ’49, Shorewood, Wis.,
January 10, 2018. Survivors include a niece,
Emily E. Grissman ’06; a granddaughter,
Elisabeth Davis Duensing ’89; and a daughter,
Ann J. Biersteker ’68.
Eleanor O’Toole Conway ’49, San Diego, Calif.,
December 28, 2017.
Phyllis Ockene Hammel ’49, Weston,
Mass., May 19, 2018.
Carol Christoffel Papke M-D’49, Wayzata,
Minn., January 25, 2018.
Gloria Underberg M-D’49, Milwaukee, Wis.,
May 1, 2018. Survivors include a sister, Judith
Underberg Jorsch M-D’61.
Calvin C. Chamberlain ’50, Wausau, Wis.,
January 20, 2018.

Phyllis Berry Weber ’46, February 21, 2018.

Edward C. Conrads ’50, Rockford, Ill.,
January 6, 2018. Survivors include a sister,
Nancy A. Conrads ’63.

Benjamin M. Hansen ’47, San Luis Obispo,
Calif., July 24, 2017.

Melvin L. Davison ’50, Little Rock, Ariz.,
January 25, 2018.

Colleen Snyder Arens ’48, Scottsdale, Ariz.,
December 15, 2017.

Robert E. Frederick ’50, East Lansing, Mich.,
February 11, 2018.

James S. Evans
passed away
on April 23,
2018, at the
age of 77 years
old. A native
of Bridgton,
Maine, Jim
joined the
Lawrence
faculty in 1966
and would go
on to become
one of the longest serving faculty
members in the history of the
university, with a tenure spanning
45 years. Coming to Lawrence as
an eager 25-year-old, Jim taught
introductory chemistry courses,
inorganic chemistry, physical
chemistry and Freshman Studies,
while focusing his own research
on proteins.
Throughout his time at Lawrence,
Jim served as director of Lawrence’s
emerging computer center, helped
establish the interdisciplinary
mathematics-computer science
major and assisted with building
remodels of Main Hall and
Youngchild Hall before retiring in
2011. Jim also wrote two books,
Itanium Architecture for Programmers
and Alpha RISC Architecture for
Programmers, and was recognized
with an honorary master of arts
degree at Lawrence’s 2011
Commencement.
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IN MEMORIAM
WALTER SCHOBER
Walter Schober passed away on
March 12, 2018. Walter ranks among
the most generous donors to Lawrence
University. His legacy will live on in
perpetuity through the endowments
that support the Walter Schober
Professor of Environmental Studies
(currently held by Marcia Bjørnerud)
and the Walter Schober Scholarship.
He also was a generous supporter of
the Seeley G. Mudd Library.
With an almost insatiable appetite for
books, Walter had an unending quest
for knowledge. He loved libraries and
books, newspapers and journals and
discussing the ideas, thoughts and
arguments he found in them.

IN MEMORIAM
A. Jack Hafner ’50, Glencoe, Minn.,
April 15, 2018. Survivors include his wife
Joan Spickard Hafner ’51; a granddaughter,
Shauna K. Peterson ’10.
Shirley Weber Nundahl ’50, Sturgeon Bay, Wis.,
March 14, 2018. Survivors include a nephew,
David L. Weber ’82; and a great-nephew,
Nicholas E. Fairweather ’96.

Kathleen Lipp Sherman M-D’65, Ukiah, Calif.,
September 21, 2017.

Eugene L. Heller ’53, Milwaukee, Wis.,
March 2, 2018.

Marian Windes Callahan ’58, Austin, Texas,
May 8, 2018. Survivors include her husband
Frederick R. Callahan ’58.

Gary B. Blumenshine ’66, Hartford, Conn.,
May 8, 2017.

Dorothy Mintzlaff Kennedy M-D’53, Lexington,
Mass., March 18, 2018.
Judith Schaller Nelson ’53, Hollandale, Wis.,
January 24, 2018. Survivors include a son,
Andrew R. Nelson ’84.

Edward G. Stanich ’50, Jupiter, Fla.,
April 30, 2018.

June Zachow Paul ’53, Wausau, Wis.,
January 1, 2018.

Richard G. Holloway ’51, Richmond, Va.,
December 17, 2017.

Robert A. Peterson ’53, Geneve,
December 23, 2017. Survivors include his wife
Kay Mueller Peterson ’60.

Ursula Feilman Sasso M-D’51, La Jolla, Calif.,
August 8, 2017.
Ann Chambers Schneck ’51, Land O Lakes,
Wis., December 19, 2017. Survivors include a
brother-in-law, George R. Schneck ’52; a sisterin-law, Margaret Schneck Reehl ’61; a brotherin-law, Stephen H. Reehl ’60; and a daughter,
Karen Schneck Nolan ’74.

Walter was a modest man, yet
passionate about ideas. He did not
seek attention for his philanthropic
investment, preferring to remain
low-key. Yet he did take great delight
in learning about the impact of his
philanthropic investments at Lawrence.

Donald L. Smith ’51, Eden Prairie, Minn.,
April 14, 2018.
Calvin W. Atwood ’52, Amelia Island, Fla.,
May 15, 2018.
Richard N. Boya ’52, Indian Lake, N.Y.,
February 10, 2018. Survivors include a son,
Thomas R. Quill ’82.
Joan Kerber Johnson ’52, Walworth, Wis.,
April 3, 2018.
Jean Guion Marshall ’52, Naperville, Ill.,
February 10, 2018.
Allan L. Mink ’52, Fort Lauderdale, Fla.,
March 21, 2018. Survivors include a sister-inlaw, Bonny Weller Pacetti ’63.
Dudley W. Pierce ’52, Marco Island, Fla.,
March 28, 2018. Survivors include a cousin,
Marjorie Passmore Mountjoy ’47; and a
daughter, Melissa Pierce Demopoulos ’90.
Mary Wilsie Brinkerhoff ’53, Madison, Wis.,
January 15, 2018.
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Grace Knoedler Skadow ’57, Davis, Ill.,
May 21, 2018.

Sarah Haworth Phillips ’50, Austin, Texas,
January 9, 2018.

His connection to Lawrence came
through his niece, Amanda Schober ’02.
He was impressed with the education
she received, as well as Lawrence’s
philosophical approach to education in
the liberal arts.

62

Joan E. Freeman ’53, Madison, Wis.,
June 23, 2017.

Freeman W. Born ’54, Santa Rosa, Calif.,
January 14, 2018.
Maria Alarcon Cooper ’54, San Diego, Calif.,
February 18, 2018.
Betty Leisering Dodd ’54, Appleton, Wis.,
January 9, 2018.
Royal Hopkins ’54, Bismarck, N.D.,
May 16, 2018.
Nancy Wallace Peters ’54, Holland, Mich.,
November 12, 2017.
Edward F. Rubovits ’55, Portland, Ore.,
November 10, 2017. Survivors include his wife
Nancy Hyde Rubovits ’56.
Jean Jackson Schaefle ’55, Evanston, Ill.,
May 5, 2018.
Robert A. Smith ’55, Dowagiac, Mich.,
March 12, 2018.
John F. Prange ’56, Wausau, Wis.,
February 19, 2018. Survivors include his wife
Judy Bayorgeon Prange ’59; and a nephew,
Phillip H. Prange ’86.
Donald H. Hawkins ’57, La Grange Highlands, Ill.,
February 8, 2018.
Vernon Aspelmier Hogg ’57, Port Richey, Fla.,
July 28, 2017.
Philip Q. Sawin ’57, Menomonie, Wis.,
February 7, 2018.

Jacqueline Bowers Clausing ’58, Waukegan, Ill.,
January 3, 2018.
Thomas C. Larsen ’58, Port Townsend, Wash.,
March 26, 2018. Survivors include a sister,
Barbara Larsen ’63.
C. William Wood ’58, Two Rivers, Wis.,
February 9, 2018.
Ila Gaulke Bennett M-D’59, Scottsdale, Ariz.,
May 1, 2018.
Margaret Evans Lintvedt ’59, Grosse Pointe
Park, Mich., February 27, 2018. Survivors
include her husband Richard L. Lintvedt ’59; and
a daughter, Ane J. Lintvedt-Dulac ’82.
Gloria Grummel Bergman M-D’60, Minocqua,
Wis., April 21, 2018. Survivors include her
husband Richard H. Bergman ’59; a nephew,
Mark A. Bergman ’93; and a son, Michael R.
Bergman ’87.
Rosemary Keats Bendelow ’61, Bluffton, S.C.,
February 15, 2018.
Julie Ramsey Musich ’62, Hanover, Ill.,
June 1, 2018. Survivors include a sister-in-law,
Susan Baker Ramsey ’61; and a brother,
Richard K. Ramsey ’60.

Richard A. Burke ’66, Providence, R.I.,
April 1, 2017.
Robert C. Dahlberg ’66, Pinehurst, N.C.,
May 25, 2018. Survivors include his wife
Kristine Sodergren Dahlberg ’66.
Nancy Fratcher Graham ’66, Woodbridge,
Conn., February 22, 2018. Survivors include a
niece, Brenda R. Klinkert ’04; a sister, Joanne
Fratcher Klinkert ’69; and a brother-in-law,
James R. Klinkert ’69.
John T. Hepperly ’66, DeKalb, Ill.,
June 5, 2018.
Peter A. Rabinowitz ’66, Boston, Mass.,
May 27, 2018.
Henry J. Rutz ’66, North Branford, Conn.,
July 15, 2017. Survivors include a nephew,
Andrew R. Rutz ’91.
Adair Miller ’67, Norwalk, Conn.,
February 22, 2018.
Perry J. Nelson ’68, Prescott, Ariz.,
February 10, 2018.

Anne Jacobson
Schutte, former
professor
of history,
passed away
on February 26,
2018 at the age
of 77. Serving
as a member of
the Lawrence faculty for 23 years,
Anne was known as an outstanding
mentor and advocate for students,
with many crediting her for the
reason they went to graduate school.
Joining Lawrentians in 1966, Anne
focused her research on 15th and
16th century Italy, specifically the
Renaissance and Reformation.
Anne was the recipient of numerous
prestigious awards, including the
Fulbright and National Endowment
for the Humanities fellowships. She
was the author of nearly 80 scholarly
articles and five books. At the time
of her death, Anne was working
on her sixth book, Printed Italian
Biographies of Holy People, 1634–
1798. Anne is survived by her
brother, Jake Jacobson.

Marcia J. Wilson ’68, Santa Fe, N.M.,
March 26, 2018.
Stephen I. Burr ’69, Boston, Mass.,
December 24, 2017.

Erik R. Rydingsword ’88, Salisbury, Conn.,
December 18, 2017.

Bernhard G. Bense ’71, San Francisco, Calif.,
November 19, 2016.

Daniel J. Scullard ’91, Roseville, Minn.,
May 2, 2018.

Joseph D. Loewy ’64, St. Louis, Mo.,
December 2, 2017.

Mark S. Frodesen ’71, Superior, Wis.,
December 28, 2017. Survivors include a sister,
Jan M. Frodesen ’71.

Leslie Suring Jossie ’65, Suring, Wis.,
January 8, 2018.

George Staerkel ’76, Oshkosh, Wis.,
December 28, 2017.

Andrew T. Locke ’93, Aurora, Ill.,
May 12, 2018. Survivors include his parents
Lynn Locke and Michael H. Locke ’71; and a
brother, Adam E. Locke ’03.

Sidney S. Mallory ’65, Maple Heights, Ohio,
May 7, 2018.

Joseph P. Heneghan ’78, Hebron, Ky.,
May 30, 2018.

Karen A. Parfitt ’65, Green Bay, Wis.,
February 16, 2018.

Brown Sarah Bryan ’83, Missoula, Mont.,
March 31, 2018. Survivors include her father
David D. Brown ’53.

Thomas J. Barton ’63, Austin, Texas,
January 25, 2018.
Maryellen Wolfe Bieder ’64, Bloomington, Ind.,
January 31, 2018.

Tara N. Nuutinen ’99, Middleton, Wis.,
March 29, 2018.
Evan J. Morgan ’02, Denver, Colo.,
February 17, 2018.
Blake M. Royle ’08, Burlington, DOD,
May 29, 2018.
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IN MEMORIAM—
FAMILY, FRIENDS AND STAFF
Charles F. Anderson, Madison, Wis.,
January 16, 2018.
Glenn Arendt, Neenah, Wis., February 22, 2018.

Marianne Hendrickson, Sauk Centre, Minn.,
October 5, 2017, mother of Kristi R.G.
Hendrickson ’91.
Robert K. Johnson, Wauwatosa, Wis.,
December 19, 2017.

Richard L. Schauer, Fort Atkinson, Wis.,
June 2, 2017, grandfather of Nathan Richard
Hamm ’17, grandfather of Emily H. Hamm ’13,
father of Andrea R. Schauer ’83.
Walter Schober, Pentwater, Mich.,
March 12, 2018, uncle of Amanda L.
Schober ’02.

Robert W. Behl, Columbus, Wis., May 30, 2018.

Charlotte Josephs, Appleton, Wis.,
June 5, 2018.

Linda Van Blumenshine, Hartford, Conn.,
August 25, 2016.

Robert L. Keele, Sewanee, Tenn., November 25,
2017, husband of Karen Schwantes Keele ’60.

Henry J. Burt, Naples, Fla., August 25, 2016,
husband of Diane Hobbet Burt ’59.

Marion Leisering, Appleton, Wis.,
March 26, 2018.

Webb A. Shaw, Menasha, Wis.,
January 3, 2018, father of Lindsay Webb
Davis ’00.

John W. Collins, Dallas, Texas,
January 27, 2018.

Edwin N. Lightfoot, San Francisco, Calif.,
October 2, 2017, father of David T. Lightfoot ’89.

Donald Skadow, Davis, Ill., May 5, 2018.

Carolyn Corrigall, Appleton, Wis.,
March 30, 2018.

Lila Lightfoot, San Francisco, Calif.,
November 16, 2016, mother of David T.
Lightfoot ’89.

June Curtis, Appleton, Wis., February 6, 2018.
Reed R. Curtis, Appleton, Wis.,
January 25, 2018.
Robert Daul, Chilton, Wis., March 22, 2018.
David L. Dix, Waukesha, Wis., January 21, 2018,
father of Erin K. Dix ’08.
Elsie Dorn, Sheboygan Falls, Wis., January 18,
2017, mother of Mark K. Dorn ’82.

James R. McCausland, Dewey, Ariz.,
December 13, 2017.
Douglas J. Mc Garvie, Brookfield, Wis.,
December 12, 2017, grandfather of Thomas M.
Watson ’11, grandfather of Erin C. Watson ’09,
father of Karen McGarvie Watson ’80.
James Meier, Bemidji, Minn., October 7, 2017.
Ken Nissen, Appleton, Wis., April 28, 2018.

H.S. Dugal, Menasha, Wis.,
December 13, 2018.

Barbara O’Neil, Austin, Texas, December 29,
2016, mother of Sarah L. O’Neil ’92.

James S. Evans, Appleton, Wis., April 23, 2018.

M.G. Oettinger, Appleton, Wis.,
March 22, 2018.

Karl E. Forsgren, Menasha, Wis.,
March 11, 2018.
William Francis, Marshalltown, Iowa,
January 23, 2018, father of Claire E. Francis ’15,
father of Andrew J. Francis ’12.
Dale A. Gauthier, Kaukauna, Wis.,
April 29, 2018.
Richard O. Grunewald, Pewaukee, Wis.,
November 21, 2017, husband of Sue Jorgensen
Grunewald M-D’54.
Rudolph S. Hazucha, Sleepy Hollow, Ill.,
February 20, 2018, father of Andrew W.
Hazucha ’82.
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Peter Pallesen, Jackson, Mich., June 11, 2017.
Ellsworth Peterson, Sturgeon Bay, Wis.,
May 2, 2018.
Henry Renn, Appleton, Wis., March 18, 2018,
father of Michael J. Renn ’88.
Dennis L. Riley, Appleton, Wis.,
March 14, 2018, father of Timothy Riley ’92.
Richard J. Sawinski, Grafton, Wis.,
September 26, 2017, father of Catherine A.
Sawinski ’99.

Anne J. Schutte, Chicago, Ill.,
February 23, 2018.

Anthony J. Statz, Prairie du Sac, Wis.,
December 20, 2017, father of Catherine A.
Statz ’96.
Mary Allen Stine, May 2, 2018.
Kimberly O. Thompson, Dallas, Texas,
January 24, 2018, mother of Channing
Brooke Tucker ’18.
Lorna Tippet, Village of Gold, Fla.,
March 16, 2018.
Patricia W. Ware, Appleton, Wis.,
March 6, 2018.
Carolyn S. Wilmot, Appleton, Wis.,
January 3, 2018.
Louise R. Witherell, Milwaukee, Wis.,
January 16, 2018.
Mary Yates, Orchard Park, N.Y.,
August 31, 2017, wife of Jerome W. Yates ’61.
William H. Younger, Naples, Fla.,
May 7, 2018, uncle of Ann Leverenz
Keckonen ’64.
Raymond Zagorski, Kaukauna, Wis.,
May 3, 2018.
Correction: The Winter 2018 issue incorrectly
listed Joseph D. Loewy as deceased, rather than
Arthur D. Loewy. We regret the error.

The Big

Picture
Participants in Lawrence’s biannual marine term program (LUMP) diving near the
statue of Amphitrite in Grand Cayman. LUMP has the longest running data set
on coral reef health in the Caribbean; collection started in 1986 and every two
years students participating in the program return for two weeks to continue the
data set.
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711 E. Boldt Way
Appleton, WI 54911-5690

WITH OUR NEW ALUMNI DIRECTORY!

C O N N E C T.
ENGAGE.
PAY I T F O RWA R D.

The Lawrence University Alumni Association
invites you to Connect. Engage. and Pay it
Forward.
CONNECT with the other alumni by attending
events, submitting class notes, travelling
with Lawrence and more.
ENGAGE with the university by becoming
an Alumni Ambassador and volunteering for
admissions, career services or Reunion.
PAY IT FORWARD by making a gift to
support current students.
Get started today by creating your profile
in our new alumni directory! Simply log in,
fill out your profile and connect with other
alumni. You could find an old college friend,
someone who lives nearby or a group of
people all interested in Trivia.
Get started at

GO.LAWRENCE.EDU/PROFILE

